Obtaining Special Education Services in Georgia: - GEORGIA APPLESEED
What Parents and Caregivers Need to Know Center for Law & Justice

Overview

If you suspect your child has a disability or developmental delay, Georgia offers a structured process to
support them, from early intervention through school-based services.

o Family Involvement
Parents and caregivers are key members of the team. You are encouraged to ask questions, stay informed, and
advocate for your children throughout this process.

By understanding each step of the process, parents and caregivers can play an active role in ensuring your children
receive the support they need to succeed in school and beyond.

o Early Intervention
Early intervention services are available for children from birth to age five through Georgia Department of Health’s
Children 1st Services. Anyone can refer a child for evaluation, which includes a developmental screening and family

needs assessment, and referrals to services such as:
e Babies Can’t Wait (for children birth to age 3)
e Preschool Special Education (for children ages 3-5 through the local school district)

o General Education Classroom Supports
For school-aged children, Georgia uses a Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS):
e Tier 1: Regular classroom instruction for all students.
e Tier 2: Targeted small group support for students who need additional help.
e Tier 3: Intensive individualized support for students with more significant needs.

The MTSS tiers of supports are not a substitute for special education services. They are
merely tools that educators use to help students (with and without disabilities) get the 80% of students
support they need to succeed in the classroom. They might include lessons to help
children learn social skills or extra help with homework. They are typically provided
before students are evaluated for special education services, and a student does
not have to complete all MTSS tiers to be evaluated for special education. You
can request an evaluation at any time.

o Evaluation for Special Education Services

Parents or schools can request an evaluation for special education services. Schools must obtain written parental
consent and complete evaluations within 60 days of the request.’

€ cugibility Determination
Children may qualify for support through one of two pathways —a 504 Plan or an Individualized Education Program
(IEP) — depending on their individual needs and how those needs impact their learning.
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e 504 Plan.? A Section 504 Plan supports students with a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits
one or more major life activities (e.g., learning, walking, seeing).
Eligible students receive accommodations, such as preferential

seating, accessible classroom items, headsets to block noise, ; gggggﬁl&fﬁ;r:ggazsel]r?;grment
printed directions for instructions, etc. These accommodations 3. Autism Spectrum Disorder
do not include specialized instruction. To request an evaluation, 4. Intellectual Disability
contact the school district civil rights coordinator or the school or 5. Emotional Disturbance
school district special education coordinator. 6. Developmental Disability
7. Hearing Impairment

e Individualized Education Program (IEP).® IEP eligibility is based on 8. Orthopedic Impairment
a set list of 13 disability categories* and how the condition affects 9. Visual Impairment
their ability to learn. Eligible students receive specialized 10. Traumatic Brain Injury
instruction. To request an evaluation, contact the school or 11. Deaf-Blindness
school district special education coordinator. 12. Multiple Disorders

13. Other Health Impairment
o Plan Development

If the child is eligible for support, the school develops a 504 Plan or IEP outlining services, goals, and progress
tracking. Parents and caregivers are essential members of the planning team, which typically includes teachers,
school administrators, and specialists. Plans usually include:

e Student’s strengths and needs

e Specific services and supports

e Measurable goals

e Ways to track student’s progresses

o Appropriate Placement

Georgia law requires children with disabilities to be educated in the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE),® which
means they should learn alongside their peers without disabilities in the general education classroom as much as is
appropriate for their needs.

o Progress Monitoring and Plan Reviews

Once services begin, the school monitors the child’s progress, reviews the plan, and can make adjustments to ensure
the plan continues to meet the child’s needs. For IEPs, a formal review must occur at least once per year; for 504
Plans, reviews typically happen every 1-3 years, but parents can request a meeting at any time if they have concerns.

Need Help?

If you have questions about obtaining special education services for your child in Georgia, contact: Georgia
Appleseed Center for Law & Justice, info@gaappleseed.org, www.gaappleseed.org

229 U.S.C. 8§ 794. 504 refers to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which protects all students who attend a school that
receives Federal financial assistance from discrimination based on their disability. This mandates that schools provide supports
to ensure the students’ disability does not impair their access or participation in a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE).
3 20 U.S.C. 8 1400 et seq. IEP refers to an Individual Education Program. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
gives students the right to receive FAPE. To ensure this right is protected for students with disabilities, public schools are required
to implement IEP plans for eligible students. Eligibility requirements are set by law.
4Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 160-4-7-.04.
5Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. R. 160-4-7-.07.
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