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The Georgia Appleseed community has an unmatched passion for 
building a Georgia where all children can craft their own destinies, 
free of obstacles created by poverty, bias, discrimination, and racism. 
Over the last year, we leveraged that passion with record-breaking 
pro bono support and successful fundraising to grow Georgia 
Appleseed’s impact, staff, and revenue.  Our larger  team, expanded 
programming, and new partnerships helped us reach more children 
and families than ever before. And our advocacy efforts saw similar 
success and growth. 

In the pages that follow, we describe some of the legislative and 
policy advocacy efforts that safeguard children from the school-to-
prison pipeline and create new protections from dangerous housing 
conditions. We share the story of a child in foster care benefitting from 
our School Justice Initiative (formerly called Dismantling the School 
to Prison Pipeline) and why they need our support. You will learn 
about our Housing Justice work that helped more than 3,000 families 
avoid eviction in Clayton County through our partnership with local 
courts, schools, government, and non-profits. We tell you about our 
testimony before the US Senate on the impact of dangerous housing 
conditions on thousands of Georgians. And much more. 

These efforts and those of years past create profound, positive 
changes for Georgia kids. For example, our School Justice efforts over 
the last 12 years have spared 377,000 children from unnecessary 
and damaging school suspensions. These children stayed in class and 
avoided the cycle of harm that so often occurs when children are 
kicked out of school, including a much greater risk of ending up in 
juvenile court. 

We are growing our School Justice Initiative to directly support even 
more children, improve training for case managers, and fight for 
new legal protections for our most vulnerable kids. We are helping 
schools establish successful mental health programming. And our 
housing coalitions are organizing the fight against slumlords and 
bringing families’ voices to the legislature and local government. 

On behalf of the staff and the hundreds of thousands of children 
and families we work for, thank you for being part of this remarkable 
Georgia Appleseed community.

Sincerely, 

 
 

Tori Silas 
Board Chair

MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP

R. Michael Waller 
Executive Director

1,181 CHILD ADVOCATES 
TRAINED ACROSS 
GEORGIA

100+
GEORGIA APPLESEED COALITIONS

member organizations 
across the state in

3,000+ INDIVIDUALS AND 
FAMILIES PROTECTED 
FROM EVICTION

through partners’ innovative diversion program 
designed and supported by Georgia Appleseed

1 to Georgia’s unhealthy, unsafe housing conditions
bringing nationwide attention 
U.S. SENATE TESTIMONY

4new publications
to help parents and case managers 
advocate for students in schools

377,000 FEWER KIDS 
SUSPENDED 

from school since our school justice efforts began in 2010
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FOSTER CARE from

COUNTIES 
RECEIVED 
LEGAL 
SUPPORT 
AT SCHOOL 
TRIBUNALS

2,138PRO BONO 
HOURS 
CONTRIBUTED
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Notes on Net Assets and Revenue Growth
FY2022 continued Georgia Appleseed’s strong revenue growth over the last three years. This year’s decrease in net assets reflects the 
growth of our programs and impact, particularly for our School Justice Initiative supported by a substantial multi-year grant awarded in 
FY2021. Because Georgia Appleseed operates on the accrual basis (common for non-profits) the entirety of the revenue from that multi-
year grant was recorded when pledged in FY2021, although program expenses the grant supports are incurred in FY2022 and beyond.

REVENUES & SUPPORT

Contributions and Grants $887,778 

Contributed Services $1,117,146 

Contributed Facilities  $30,220 

Fundraising and Special Events  $77,352 

Other Income  $1,714 

Total Revenues & Support $2,114,210 

EXPENSES

Programs  $1,931,786 

Fundraising  $76,471 

General and Administrative  $115,718 

Total Expenses $2,123,975 

Total Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets ($9,765) 

FY22 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022

Contributions 
and Grants

Contributed 
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Contributed 
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Programs
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Administrative

Fundraising
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Andre’s story shows how Georgia Appleseed’s 
approach works. Andre is 11-years-old and a 
Georgia Appleseed client.
Andre is in foster care, has a common learning disability, and 
recently enrolled in a new school. Andre also has a history of 
trauma related to his placement in foster care. When a traumatic 
trigger led to a school fight shortly after he enrolled, Andre faced 
a year and a half expulsion from school. Andre’s foster care case 
manager referred him to Georgia Appleseed. Our lawyers worked 
with school leaders and his case manager to keep Andre in school 
with the special education supports that he needs to thrive and to 
contribute positively to his school community.

Georgia Appleseed’s lawyers are also working with schools like 
Andre’s to help them reform their school discipline systems to 
support Andre instead of kicking him out of school. Children 
like Andre teach us what is and isn’t working for kids in their 
schools. We use what we learn to advocate at the Department 
of Education, Division of Children and Family Services, courts, 
other state agencies, and the legislature for better supports 
for schools. With the right resources, schools can create and 
maintain positive learning environments (school climate), 
provide behavioral health services, and train teachers in 
effective, evidence-based discipline techniques. 

Andre’s case is not unique. Georgia’s schools reported suspending 
or expelling over 118,000 elementary and secondary students 
last year, with harsher penalties on average for Black children 
and children with disabilities, in poverty, or in foster care. 
These children are more likely to drop out of school and tens of 
thousands find themselves in juvenile court. 

Georgia Appleseed advocates for the academic, discipline, and 
behavioral supports that help these children succeed and stay 
out of the juvenile justice system. And our approach works. 
Reform efforts led by Georgia Appleseed have dramatically 
reduced expulsions and out-of-school suspensions. That means 
fewer kids in juvenile court, more kids learning, and a better 
Georgia for all of us.

Georgia Appleseed’s Housing Justice Initiative 
improves living conditions for the tens of 
thousands of children and their families living 
in dangerous and unsanitary conditions.  
This year, the United States Senate’s Housing, Banking and 
Urban Affairs committee invited Georgia Appleseed’s Executive 
Director Michael Waller to testify about the dangers of poor 
housing conditions. Michael shared with Senators the stories of 
children in unhealthy housing, and the policy changes needed 
to protect them. Michael based his testimony on the work 
of Georgia Appleseed’s Georgia Healthy Housing Coalition 
(GHHC) and its 80-plus member organizations statewide. 

Since we launched the GHHC in 2018 to bring attention to this 
housing crisis and advocate for change, dangerous conditions 
have become an important concern among lawmakers and the 
media. We succeeded in passing new laws that increase tenants’ 
rights to healthy housing, including a law that protects tenant 
whistleblowers from landlord retaliation. As importantly, we are 
supporting individual families fighting for better conditions. Our 
Housing Justice Initiative works to make sure that all Georgia’s 
children have a stable and healthy home.

SCHOOL JUSTICE HOUSING JUSTICE
Our School Justice Initiative – aimed at dismantling the 
school-to-prison pipeline – blends legal representation, 
advocate training, and policy advocacy to bring needed 
supports to help Georgia’s children and schools succeed. 

Safe and stable housing conditions are the foundation for 
physical and mental health, healthy child development, 
economic growth, and community well-being. Children 
in unstable and dangerous housing struggle to succeed 
in school and are at increased risk of criminal justice and 
foster care involvement.

W O R K  T O G E T H E R ?

HOW DO 

SCHOOL 
JUSTICE

HOUSING 
JUSTICE&

School-age kids spend most of their time at school 
or at home. They need both supportive schools 

and stable, healthy homes to safeguard academic 
learning, health, and positive social relationships. 
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$50,000+
Annie E. Casey Foundation
The Carter Center
Georgia Bar Foundation
Georgia Dept. of Human Services, 

Div. of Family & Children Services
Georgia Power Foundation
Sapelo Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
Citizens to Elect David Nahmias
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
King & Spalding
Taylor English Duma LLP
United Way of Greater Atlanta
Zeist Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Alston & Bird
Thalia & Michael C. Carlos Foundation
Debley Foundation
Eversheds Sutherland
Georgia Legal Services Program
National Public Education 

Support Fund
Nelson Mullins Riley & 

Scarborough LLP
William & Patricia Shropshire
Southern Company
Troutman Pepper
UPS Foundation

$5,000 TO $9,999
Atlanta Legal Aid Society
Barnes & Thornburg, LLP
Mary & Chip Benton
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore LLP
David Brackett 
Taylor & John Daly
DLA Piper LLP
EY
Georgia-Pacific Foundation
Ronald Raider
Smith, Gambrell & Russell LLP
Southern Poverty Law Center
Elizabeth Tanis & John Chandler
Marc & Meg Taylor
Thomson Reuters

$2,000 - $4,999
Aprio
Arnall Golden Gregory LLP
Barnes Law Group
Bey & Associates
Matthew & Heidi Bozzelli
CareSource
Robert & Sandra Edwards
Eric & Jessica Fisher
John Fleming
Paula J. Frederick
Glenn Memorial UMC
Marc & Julie Howard
Magellan Cares Foundation
Malone Law
Jessica McKinney
Micah Moon

Hon. David Nahmias
Raj & Debbie Nichani
Polsinelli
Diane Prucino & Thomas Heyse
Rooms to Go Foundation
Randi & Scott Schnell
Neil Shorthouse & Patty Pflum
Tori Silas
Amy Steigerwalt & Greg Smith

$1,000 - $1,999
Amy Ard & Michael Waller
Gerri Ard
Jo D. Benton
Corinne & Mark Bridgman
Shelley & Bill Collins
Arthur & Alice Domby
Kenneth Dyer
Harold Franklin
Ashley & Chris Frieden
Robert & Susan Gallagher
Brian Gordon & Logan Ritchie
Hall, Booth, Smith & Slover PC
Jones Day
Randall Kirsch
Morris Little
Hon. Todd Markle
Peyton Nunez
Adam & Joanna Ozgo
Susanna & Keith Roberts
Kattia Sigui & Raymond Olivera
Madeline Simmons
Kathryn Spencer
Robert Stevens
Antoinette Terry
Veritext Corporation

$500-$999
Rooth Blackman & Nan Fisher
Rita Breen
Christi Cannon & Holly Painter
Chris Demko
Roslyn Devine
Robin Deutsch & David Edwards
Hon. Doris Downs & Stephen Andrews
Elain Ellerbe
Equifax Inc.
Jason Esteves
Craig Friedman
David Givens & Stacey Ricci
Margo & Larry Gold
Ashley & James Heintz
Dustin & Leslie Heslep
Sharon & Ben Hill
Roger Horner
Joanna & Ian Irwin
Elana Kaplan
Knowles Gallant, LLC
Steven & Sheri Labovitz
Joyce Lewis
Reid & Alison Mallard
Garry McGiboney
Paul & Alicia Monnin
Matthew Newman
Craig & Terri Pendergrast
Hon. Herbert E. Phipps

Ann & Daniel Price
Allison Pryor
Hon. Tom Rawlings
Jennifer & Tim Richman
Arden & Walter Rowland
Portia Shields
State Bar of Georgia
Michael Tabachnick & Maureen Healy
Benjamin J. Theisman
William Thompson & Jenny Mittelman
Voices for Georgia’s Children
Edna & Richard Waller
Joseph Wayland & Patricia Verrilli
Charley & Linda Wells
Talley & Laura Wells

$200-$499
Lynn M. Adam
Paul Nii-Amar Amamoo
Anthony Bacchus
Alison Ballard & Ramsey Knowles
Hon. Anne Elizabeth Barnes
Ruth Beer-Bletzinger & 

William Bletzinger
Hon. Wenona Belton
Geneva Benoit
Morgan Bridgman & Nick Bachhuber
Denise Brumley
Edward Buckley
Nicholas Bussey
Christopher & Nope Butler
Keith Cyr
Hugh & Betty Davenport
Audry Eshman
Lauren Estrin
Joseph Feeney
Arnold Feinstein
Benjamin Findley
Joy Lampley-Fortson
George Gaskin
Richard Gerakitis
Bryan & Amanda Grantham
Maggie & David Greenwood
Brian Harms
Charity Scott & Evans Harrell
Henry & Bess Hooks
Charles Huddleston
Monisha & Keith Longacre
Alan & Melanie Mackie
Liz & Kris McDaniel
Kelley & Graham McDonald
Ginger McRae & Chris Cramer
Ebony Mobley
Heidi Muller & Daniel Boland
Lisa Pace
Kevin Pearson
Stephen Riddell
Kathryn Solley
Kate & Eric Shropshire Swett
Maria Branch Turner
Priscilla Upshaw
Onuwa Uzor
Laura & Ben Viator
Patricia Willis
Erin Willoughby

$100-$199
Drew Barry
Michael Baumrind
Joy Borra
Hon. Ronit Walker & Matt Bronfman
Kimberley Charles
William Clanton
Douglas Cloud
Tammra Credit
Michael Davis
W. Brinkley Dickerson, Jr.
Brett Dixon
Kathleen Flynn
Laverne L. Gaskins
Bonnie Gissendanner
Steve Gottlieb
James & Gayle Greenwood
Bradley W. Grout
Corey & Ben Hirokawa
Cathy Hope
Adam Humphreys
Kristina Klein
Kay Levine
Joseph G. Martin, Jr.
Sally & Sandy Matthews
Cheryl McAfee
Kellyn McGee
Michelle McIntyre
Laura Mendelson
Jaylen Mize
Jerolyn L. Mock
Caitlin Pardue
Matthew Patterson
Aisha N. Rahman
Michael S. Rosenthal
Fabiloa Salvant
Mandira Sethi
Jeff & Anita Stein
Reina Terry
Randy Tessier
Truancy Intervention Project Georgia
Jessica Truelove
Hon. Renata Turner
Zane Williams

UP TO $99
Jenny Calvert 
Alexander & Jessica Clay
Josh Combs
Ashley Escoe
Ruth Garrison & John Zylla
Eloise Holland & Melissa McClure 
David Howland
Ethenia King 
Josh Lingsch
Jennifer Little
Dell Palazzolo
James Patterson
Sarah Primrose
Martha Scott Reich
Marta Shelton
Thamiah Tutt
Unitarian Universalist 

Church of Augusta
Mandar Vengurlekar
William Ward
Kit YoungWe make every effort to ensure accuracy of the supporters listings. If you see an error or omission, please contact us.

SUPPORTERS July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022
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Barnes & Thornburg
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore

DLA Piper
Taylor and John Daly

EY

Georgia-Pacific Foundation
Smith, Gambrell & Russell

Southern Poverty Law Center
Thomson Reuters

Arnall Golden Gregory LLP
Barnes Law Group
Bey & Associates

CareSource
Polsinelli

Rooms to Go Foundation

C O R E  S U P P O R T E R S

P R O B L E M  S O L V E R S

A D V O C A T E S

I N V E S T I G A T O R S

P I L L A R S  O F  J U S T I C E

THANK YOU TO OUR 2022 
ROARING FOR JUSTICE SPONSORS

William & Patricia 
Shropshire

S U P P O R T E R S 
( C O N T ’ D ) 
July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022

The following made pro bono 
contributions during FY2022
1Accord Media
Alston & Bird
Ayo Gathing 
Bracker & Marcus
DLA Piper LLP 
Emory University Medical School
Eversheds Sutherland
EY
Get the Data LLC
Goodwin Procter LLP
Hunton, Andrews, Kurth LLP
Jones Day
Julia Wilson Consulting
Kellogg Design
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
King & Spalding LLP
Kirkland & Ellis
LEADRight
Matt McCabe
Morris Manning Martin 
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough
Ohio River South
Parker Poe
Polsinelli
Rachel Platt
Taylor English Duma LLP
Terminus Strategies
Troutman Pepper
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022
Georgia Appleseed is grateful for the commitment from our Board 

of Directors. The organization has 100% board giving.

Tori Silas
Board Chair

Eric Fisher
Board Vice Chair 
Barnes & Thornburg

Carrie Zhou
Board Secretary

Aprio 

Adam Ozgo
Board Treasurer

EY

Harold Franklin
Immediate Past Board Chair

King & Spalding LLP

Ebony Mobley
2022 YPC President

Georgia Institute of Technology

Adwoa Awotwi
Locum Tenens

Alison Ballard
Taylor English Duma

Mary Benton
Alston & Bird LLP

Matthew Bozzelli
Southern Company

David Brackett
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore

Taylor Daly
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP

Kenneth Dyer
Dougherty County School System

Robert Edwards
Troutman Pepper

John Fleming
Eversheds Sutherland

Paula Frederick
State Bar of Georgia

Brian Gordon
McDermott Will & Emery LLP

Kate Helm*
Nelson Mulllins Riley & Scarborough, LLP

Marc Howard
Pope & Howard, P.C.

Hon. Todd Markle
Court of Appeals of Georgia

Jessica McKinney
WestRock

Christopher Middleton
Cox Rodman & Middleton

Micah Moon
Delta Air Lines

Hon. Shondeana Morris
DeKalb County Superior Court 

Hon. David Nahmias
Supreme Court of Georgia, Retired

Raj M. Nichani
The RMN Agency

Diane Prucino
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton

Randi Schnell
Rooms To Go

Neil Shorthouse
Partners in Change

Amy Steigerwalt
Georgia State University

L. Chris Stewart
Stewart Miller Simmons

Debra Tavaras*
Soulstice, Inc.

Marc Taylor
Taylor English Duma

STAFF
R. Michael Waller
Executive Director

Morgan Bridgman
Policy Counsel

Tanesse Brown
Programs Manager

Caren Cloud
Legal & Policy Director 

Becky Hudock
Senior Policy Counsel

Liz McDaniel
Director of Engagement  

& Development

Rosalie Monroy Wolfe*
Administrative Assistant 

Kate Swett
Director of Operations

*Added after June 30, 2022



georgiaappleseed

GeorgiaAppleseed

linkedin.com/company/georgia-appleseed

georgiaappleseedcenter

Georgia Appleseed Center for Law & Justice is a nonpartisan non-profit law center that 
advocates for Georgia’s most vulnerable and underrepresented children, keeping them in 
school with the supports they need, in healthy homes, and out of the justice system. 

To find out how you can support our mission, visit GaAppleseed.org.

ADVANCING JUSTICE FOR GEORGIA’S CHILDREN


