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MESSAGE FROM
LEADERSHIP

For the last twenty years, Georgia Appleseed has kept justice at
our core. We've traveled the state, sitting with families, listening
to children and caregivers describe how poverty, disability,
discrimination, and outdated systems have created barriers to
children’s success. We've also seen Georgians' resilience and
determination to secure better futures for our children.

Listening pays off. This year, we secured major victories on behalf
of children and families in school justice and housing justice,
helping pass laws that keep more children learning and more
families safely housed. These wins are proof that lasting change
is possible when we combine data, legal expertise, and
community insight, and when our staff and volunteers bring hope
into classrooms, courtrooms, and neighborhoods across Georgia.

Because of our work, Georgia has better school discipline
practices, stronger mental health support resources in schools,
powerful tenant rights for Georgia's renting families, and new
protections for millions of Georgia's children.

The scale of Georgia Appleseed’'s impact over twenty years is
enormous. For example, since 2010, our school justice work
alone has kept more than 400,000 children in classrooms,
resulting in at least 48,000 additional high school graduates.
Each of those graduates will earn about $500.000 more over
their lifetime, while collectively saving Georgia more than $4
billion in reduced Medicaid, criminal justice, and other public
costs associated with not graduating. All of this has been
achieved with just $12.6 million in total donations and gifts
since 2005, a return of more than 315 to 1 for our school justice
initiative alone. Few organizations can claim that kind of
leverage.

The next twenty years will be even more transformative.
Georgia can be the first state with a 100% graduation rate. It
can also be the first state where juvenile court hearings are
rare and where every family has a safe and healthy home. Our
goals are bold, but we can reach them.
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Michael Waller Eric Fisher
Executive Director Chair, Board of Directors

2 | GEORGIA APPLESEED | JULY 1, 2024 TO JUNE 30, 2025

The First
20 Years

400,000+

children kept in classrooms and
not suspended out-of-school

48,000+

additional high school graduates

$24 Billion+

in lifetime earnings added to
Georgia's economy*

$4 Billion+

saved in public costs*

115,000

fewer Georgia children entering
the juvenile justice system

480,000

years of human life extended
through improved educational
and health outcomes

1.5 Million

acres of private (heirs) property
protected, valued at $34 billion+

3,000+

evictions prevented in
Clayton County alone

*Unlocking Georgia’s Potential: The Long-Term Economic
and Social Benefits of Keeping Students in School




The Next 20 Years -
Scaling Justice

We've proven that our model works. Georgia can
lead the nation with a 100% graduation rate,
empty juvenile courts, and homes that are safe
and healthy for every family.

GEORGIA APPLESEED’S 2026-
2030 STRATEGIC PLAN SETS

ALL ACHIEVED WITH BOLD TARGETS:
$12.6
ING‘E';!#’DNBY D idwheneadsone
SUPPORTERS
OVER 20

One-third fewer
YEARS suspensions statewide

20

YEARS

G E O R G I A Legal supports for

hoolchild ilabl
APPLESEED in every Georgia county

Evictions cut in half
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SCHOOL JUSTICE - KEEPING KIDS IN CLASS

Real Stories to
Real Change

ELI'S STORY

At his school disciplinary hearing, six-year-old Eli was so Eli's parents were
scared - and so small - that he spent half the hearing

under his chair. Eli has autism and is learning how to desperate. They
interact with other kids. After an outburst in which he made knew their son
angry statements to a classmate, the school moved to

expel him. At the time, Eli had not received the special needed help, not
education services he was entitled to under state law. expulsion...

Eli's parents were desperate. They knew their son needed
help, not expulsion, and they were suddenly facing a high-
stakes disciplinary process they didn't know how to
navigate.

They called Georgia Appleseed. At a hearing with the school
administration, our legal team advocated for Eli by
explaining how his disability contributed to the incident and
laying out the long-term consequences of removing a first-
grader from school for a year. The school tribunal reversed
the suspension, and Eli returned to school with a concrete
plan to receive the support he needs and a fair chance to
succeed.

Eli's experience reflects a much larger pattern. Each year,
Georgia schools suspend over 17,000 children for more than
10 days. In our experience, many face more than a year out
of school, often for non-violent offenses, like inappropriate
remarks related to a child's age or disability. In these cases,
misunderstandings about why a child is acting out can
derail their education, and their future. A knowledgeable
advocate can make all the difference.
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SCHOOL JUSTICE - KEEPING KIDS IN CLASS

SHAWNA'S STORY

When Shawna's school threatened to suspend her for
months for bringing her prescribed medication to school,
her future was at risk. A lengthy suspension could upend
her path to graduation. Shawna's mother wanted to be a
good advocate, but she worried that her disability (she is
deaf) would prevent her from being effective. With
coaching and support from one of Georgia Appleseed's
trained pro bono attorneys, Shawna's mother stood up for
her daughter at the disciplinary hearing. She won. Shawna
returned to class and stayed on track to graduate.

Shawna'’s story helped us convince Georgia
lawmakers this past legislative session that
proposed laws returning to zero-tolerance school
discipline policies would do more harm than good.
We worked with partners and legislators ensure
that Georgia's comprehensive new school safety
law uses evidence-based approaches to keep
schools safe, including behavioral health services,
improved school climate and culture, and tools that
assess when discipline problems are safety
concerns.

We worked to ensure
that Georgia's
comprehensive new
school safety law uses
evidence-based
approaches...
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SCHOOL JUSTICE - KEEPING KIDS IN CLASS

20 Years of School
Justice Reform

From our first Effective Student Discipline report and our training program for school resource officers as
part of our Race, Law Enforcement, and the Law project in 2011, to today’s FAIR Project, Georgia Appleseed
has led statewide efforts to dismantle the school-to-prison pipeline for 20 years. We have reshaped how
Georgia approaches school discipline, juvenile justice, and child well-being.

Our leadership, coalition work, advocacy, and direct services program development
have led to major milestones:

O 2011: Effective Student Discipline Report

Documents the harmful impact of exclusionary discipline policies and racial
disparities in Georgia schools, helping drive early momentum for statewide reform.

(O 2013: statewide Juvenile Justice Reform (HB 242)

Modernizes Georgia's juvenile code by prioritizing rehabilitation, diversion,
and developmentally appropriate responses for youth.

(O 2013: Keeping Kids in Class Toolkit Publication

Provides parents with practical tools to advocate for their children
while expanding public access to school discipline data.

(O 2014: Georgia Education Climate Coalition (GECC) Launch

Brings together statewide partners to reduce suspensions and

promote positive school climate reforms.

(O 2014: Tribunal Volunteer Lawyers Network (TVLN) (program launch)

Creates a pro bono network of attorneys to represent
students facing long-term suspension or expulsion.

(O 2021: Fairness, Advocacy, Individualized Representation (FAIR) Project

Expands TVLN into a statewide model providing direct legal support
on discipline, special education, and school enroliment matters.

(O 2024: Timely School Disciplinary Tribunals Act (SB 169)

Improves due process by requiring timely hearings and protecting students’
access to instructional materials during disciplinary proceedings.

(O 2025: Comprehensive School Safety and Student Well-Being Act (HB 268)

Strengthens evidence-based school reforms that improve school
climate, increase mental health supports, and keep students on track to graduate.
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Georgia Appleseed has
led statewide efforts
to dismantle the
school-to-prison
pipeline for 20 years.



MENTAL HEALTH - HEALING IN SCHOOLS

Mental Health -
Healing in Schools

When schools have mental and behavioral health supports in place, children are more likely to succeed.
We collaborate across the state with educators, health providers, lawmakers, agencies like the
Department of Education and the Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS), and other nonprofits.
We've worked to integrate mental health services in schools to strengthen well-being, improve
attendance, boost achievement, and prevent justice involvement.

Highlights of our contributions in this area include:

(O 2007: Justice for People with Mental lliness in Georgia Report

Examines systemic failures in Georgia's mental health system
and elevates the need for coordinated, statewide reform.

(O 2018:Bridges to Behavioral Health Initiative

Advocates for expanding school-based behavioral
health services for children and youth.

(O 2020: Medicaid Appeals Manual Publication

Equips advocates across Georgia with guidance to challenge
improper denials of medically necessary mental health care.

(O 2021: Trauma Impact Rule (HB 855)

Requires schools to consider the educational impact of trauma on
children in foster care during enrollment and placement decisions.

(O 2022: Mental Health Parity Act (HB 1013)

Establishes parity protections to ensure mental health care is treated equally
with physical health care under insurance plans.

(O 2023: schoolBasedBehavioralHealth.org

Serves as a centralized hub of school-based behavioral healthtools, best practices,
and guidance for educators and providers statewide.

(O 2025: Comprehensive School Safety and Student Well-being Act (HB 268)

Expands access to school-based behavioral health supports through investments
in training, coordination, and prevention-focused infrastructure.
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HOUSING JUSTICE - SAFE AT HOME

Housing Justice -
Safe at Home

We began our housing advocacy when outdated laws allowed speculators to strip families of wealth and
aid after Hurricane Katrina. We helped pass a new law and we created and incubated Georgia's Heirs
Property Law Center, now an independent nonprofit.

Building on the same commitment to stability and safety that drives our school and behavioral health
work, we've expanded our work to advancing protections for rental housing residents, including
rewriting legislation, bringing the stories of Georgia family’s struggles with housing affordability and
safety to lawmakers and the press, and winning reforms that now protect hundreds of thousands of
Georgia families.

Highlights of our contributions in this area include:

(O 2012: Uniform Partition of Heirs Property Act (HB 744)

Protects families from forced land sales and helps preserve
generational wealth in vulnerable communities.

(O 2015: Georgia Heirs Property Law Center (program spin-off)

Provides specialized legal services to heirs property owners while
continuing Georgia Appleseed’s legacy of reform in this area.

(O 2018: Launch the Georgia Healthy Housing Coalition (GHHC)

Creates Georgia's only statewide coalition focused on
improving conditions in low-income rental housing.

(O 2019: Tenant Anti-Retaliation Law (HB 346)

Prohibits landlords from retaliating against tenants who report
unsafe or unhealthy living conditions.

(O 2019: Homelessness Intervention Project (HIP)

Prevents evictions and stabilizes families by connecting tenants
to legal representation and emergency supports.

(O 2024:safe at Home Act (HB 404)

Establishes Georgia’s first statewide minimum standards for rental
housing, requiring safe and habitable living conditions.
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SCHOOL JUSTICE - KEEPING KIDS IN CLASS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Eric Fisher | Board Chair
Barnes & Thornburg

Micah Moon | Board Vice Chair
Delta Air Lines

Adam Ozgo | Board Treasurer
Yancey Bros.

Adwoa Awotwi | Board Secretary
LocumTenens.com

Tori Silas | Immediate Past Board Chair
Big Green Egg

Alison Ballard
Buchalter Law Firm

Lou Barbieri lll
Kilpatrick, Townsend & Stockton

Patrick Becker
Southern Company

Mary Benton
Alston & Bird LLP

N. John Bey
Bey & Associates

YOUNG
PROFESSIONALS
COUNCIL

Andrew Boyer | Alston & Bird LLP
Riviere Burris | Ardis Law

Kayla Butler | Alston & Bird LLP

Alexis Daenecke | Barnes & Thornburg
Ryan Greenstein | YMCA of Metro Atlanta
Lawson Haynes | DLA Piper

Eric Hewlett | Hewlett Law Firm

Molly McLoughlin | Georgia Municipal Association

Allison Pryor | Troutman Pepper Locke
Sam Stargel | EY

David Brackett
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore

Charlie Ebersol
Infinite Athlete

John Fleming
Eversheds Sutherland

Harold Franklin
King & Spalding LLP

Paula Frederick
State Bar of Georgia, retired

Brian Gordon
McDermott Will & Schulte LLP

Brian Harms
Troutman Pepper Locke

Kate Helm
Nelson Mullins

Judge Todd Markle
Court of Appeals of Georgia

Jessica McKinney
Community Advocate

STAFF

Judge Christopher Middleton
Chatham County Superior Court

Judge Shondeana Morris
DeKalb County Superior Court

Raj M. Nichani
The RMN Agency

Randi Schnell
Rooms To Go

Neil Shorthouse
Partners in Change

Amy Steigerwalt
Georgia State University

L. Chris Stewart
Stewart Miller Simmons

Debra Tavaras
Soulstice, Inc.

Marc Taylor
Taylor Duma

Michael Waller | Executive Director

Yasmine Atamna | Communications & Outreach Coordinator
Tanesse Brown | Program Manager

Jack Grote | Senior Staff Attorney

Darlene Lynch | Legal & Policy Director

Liz McDaniel | Director, Engagement & Development

Leah Mungo | Donor Engagement & Impact Manager

Luci Ruiz | Policy Counsel

Kate Swett | Director of Operations
Mary Katheryn Velazquez | Policy Staff Attorney
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MANAGING OUR SUPPORT

Financials

Revenues and Support

Contributions
and Grants 35%

) ) Fundraising and
[ Contributed Services $1,655,298 Special Events 9.5%

Contributions and Grants $1,120,912

. Fundraising and Special Events $305,271

Contributed
Facilities .9%

. Contributed Facilities $30,220

Other Income $94,804

Other Income

Total Revenues & Support $3.206,505 3%

Contributed
Services 51.6%

Management and
General 5.5%

— Fundraising 4.1%

Expenses

[ Programs $2,854,121
Management and General $173,849

B Fundraising $129,138
Total Expenses $3,157,108

Total Increase in Net Assets $49,397

— Programs 90.4%
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OUR SUPPORTERS JULY 2024 - JUNE 2025

$300,000+

Georgia Bar Foundation, Inc.

$100,000-$299,999

Georgia Department of
Human Services, DFCS

$50,000-$99.999

Sapelo Foundation

Mental Health Funders
Collaborative

Georgia Health Initiative

The Carter Center

$25,000 - $49,999

Annie E. Casey Foundation
Focus for Health

Kaiser Permanente

King & Spalding

RedefinED

Slappey & SADD, LLC

Southern Company

Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton
Taylor Duma LLP

Zeist Foundation

$10,000-$24,999

Alston & Bird

Barnes & Thornburg, LLP
Mary & Chip Benton

Heidi Muller & Daniel Boland
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore LLP
Buchalter

Taylor & John Daly

DLA Piper Foundation
Homestead Foundation
LocumTenens.com

Nelson Mullins

William & Patricia Shropshire
Lynette & Keller Smith
Eversheds Sutherland
Troutman Pepper Locke LLP

$5,000 - $9.999

Arnall Golden Gregory LLP
Barnes Law Group

John Bartholomew

Kate Binzen & Peter Lindsay
David & Margaret Brackett
Joe Loveland & Pam Driesell

Charlie Ebersol

Edouard Foundation

Atlanta Bar Foundation

Rooms to Go Foundation

Georgia Advancing Communities
Together

Georgia-Pacific Foundation

Brian & Kristin Harms

Kate Helm & Charley Beans

McDermott Will & Schulte LLP

Hon. David Nahmias & Linda Willis

Smith, Gambrell & Russell LLP
Chris & Canicka Stewart
Stewart Miller Simmons
Verizon

Sarah-Nell Walsh

$2,500 - $4,999

Appleseed Network

Aprio

Alison Ballard & Ramsey Knowles
Louis & Lisa Barbieri
Patrick Becker & Edgar Callaway
CareSource

Ashwin & Linda Damodaran
EY

Eric & Jessica Fisher

John & Lisa Fleming

Brian & Emily Gardner
Glenn Memorial UMC
Jessica McKinney

Micah Moon

Raj & Debbie Nichani

Adam & Joanna Ozgo
William R. Phillips

Ann & Dan Price

Ronald Raider

Jeff & Amanda Reilly
Jenny & Tim Richman
Susanna & Keith Roberts
Antoinette Terry

$1,000 - $2,499

Virginia Adams

Adam Anger

Amy Ard & Michael Waller
Gerri Ard

Adwoa Awotwi

Matthew & Heidi Bozzelli
Ralph & Carolyn Carl
Brian Cunha

Jones Day

James Fletcher I
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Harold & Cynthia Franklin
Paula Frederick

Gallagher Advisory Services LLC
Robert & Susan Gallagher
Brian Gordon & Logan Ritchie
Stefan & Natasha Gresham
Chris Hempfling

Sharon & Ben Hill

Roger Horner

Marc & Julie Howard

Larry Humphrey

Knowles Gallant Timmons
Walter & Rachel Leyva

Reid & Alison Mallard

Hon. Todd Markle

Monique McDowell

Jenny Mittelman & William Thompson

Hon. Shondeana Morris

Ohio River South

Allison Pryor

RMN Agency

Randi & Scott Schnell

Neil Shorthouse & Patty Pflum
Kattia Sigui & Raymond Olivera
Tori Silas

Kathryn Spencer

Andy Tuck

Maria Branch Turner

Veritext Corporation

Rebecca & Don Wallace
Williams Elleby Howard & Easter
Carrie Zhou

$500-$999

Lynn Adam

Evelyn Ashley & Alan McKeon
Andrew Boyer

Zac Brown

Riviere Burris

Megan Cambre

Tanisia Charles

James Cobb

Chris Daniels

Liza Hill Dodds

Leslie Eason

Enterprise Community Partners
Jason & Ariel Esteves
Frances Forte

Michalini Nandaraj Gallo
David Givens

Scott Greenwald

Jamila Hall

Lawson & Gabby Haynes
Greg Hecht

Eric Hewlett



Joanna Irwin

Matthew Kent

Randall & Amy Kirsch

Robert Landow

Malone Law

Kris & Liz McDaniel

Deborah McFarland

Molly Mcloughlin

Hon. Christopher K. Middleton
Katie & George Mori

Morris, Manning & Martin LLP
National Low Income Housing Coalition
Matthew Newman

Richard & Alice Nolen

Craig & Terri Pendergrast Foundation
Beth & Mike Pollitt

Robert & Marie Rhodes

Arden & Walter Rowland
Audrey Smith

Sam Stargel

Marc Taylor

Benjamin J. Theisman
Sheeba & Mark Veeder

Voices for Georgia's Children
Edna Waller

Talley & Laura Wells

Matt Westmoreland

$200 - $499

Malik Brown

James Bruni

Kayla Butler

Gabrielle Chapman-Wynn
Paul Chen

Patrick Corley

Audra Cunningham
Madeline Daniel

Hugh & Betty Davenport
Rachel Deloach-Bukle
Chris Demko

Hon. Doris Downs &
Stephen Andrews

Logan Kirsch & Patrick Duffy
Dalia Racine

Willie Ellis

Lauren Estrin

Joe & Christi Feeney
Benjamin Findley
Kathleen M. Flynn, LLC
Elizabeth & Christopher Fox
Craig Friedman

Stephen Galloway
Shameka Gartrell
Laverne L. Gaskins

Mary & Richard Gerakitis

James Gober

Margo & Larry Gold
James & Gayle Greenwood
Corey & Ben Hirokawa
Henry & Bess Hooks
Angela & Zach Howard
LeeAnn Jones

Lamar & Mary Jones
Jennifer King

Steven & Sheri Labovitz
Emily Leiter

Joyce Lewis

Saba Long

Darlene & Mike Lynch
Colin McLean

MDC, Inc.

Mark Meltzer

Laura Mendelson

Victor Noriega

Julia Ost

Lanie Pontz

Jameson Sackey

Sallie H. Chasteen
Claire Scavone

Kate & Eric Shropshire Swett
Todd Stanton

Holly Stevens

Marvin Stubbs

Teresa Theisen

United Way of Greater Atlanta
Priscilla Upshaw

Kristin Verrill

Chadwick Walker

Laurie Thomas Williams
Annette Shelli Willis
Edward Wynn

Bonnie Youn

$199 & UNDER

Eric Arulf

Benevity

Geneva Benoit

Rooth Blackman & Nan Fisher
Louis Brown

Jessica Caleb

Melissa Carter

Chuck Clay

Michael Davis
Brandon Davis

Steve & Kathy Gottlieb
Andy Grant

Bradley W. Grout
Clayton Harshbarger
Sarah Hawk

Todd Heffner

Terri Hendley

Wade Herring Il
Charles Hoffecker
Charles Huddleston
Veronica Macias
John Maley
Joseph G. Martin, Jr.
Sally Matthews
Lindsay McClelland
Simran Modi

Jesse Morton
Candace Myers
Rebekah O'Brien
Dell Palazzolo
Andrew Pinter
Veronica Punch
Blair Rothstein
Fabiola Salvant
Michael Shull
Suganthi Simon
Kiana Stewart

lan Storms

Carmen Allen Talley
Debra Tavaras
Mandar Vengurlekar
Daniel Weigel
Austin Williams
Patricia Willis

Alicia Wilson

Kit Young

Lydia Zaleski

PRO BONO CONTRIBUTORS

1Accord Media

Alston & Bird

Arnall Golden Gregory LLP
Decoding Neuro

DLA Piper

Edgeworth Economics LLC
Eversheds Sutherland

EY

Hogan Lovells US LLP
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP
Jones Day

Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton
King & Spalding

Ohio River South

People Who Think

Nelson Mullins

Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Terminus Strategies
Troutman Pepper Locke
Wilkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

GEORGIA APPLESEED | 15



¢

Q)

- YEARS ————

GEORGIA
APPLESEED

ESTABLISHED 2005
Center for Law & Justice

GRATITUDE

We are particularly grateful to the thousands of donors,
volunteers, law firms, and community partners who
have stood with us for two decades. We look forward to
working with you for the next 20 years and building a
Georgia where every child thrives.



