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MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP

2025 will mark 20 years of Georgia Appleseed. Over these two decades,

the community of supporters, staff, and volunteers that make up Georgia
Appleseed has transformed Georgia in fundamental ways. Together, we have
strengthened the juvenile justice, education, foster care, and housing systems.
We've launched initiatives that protect wealth for our lowest-resourced
communities, like addressing heirs’ property and raising graduation rates.
We've reshaped how Georgia discusses education, mental health, and housing
for its most vulnerable children. The impact of our collective work is difficult
to overstate.

People often ask, “How do you accomplish so much?” The answer: we refuse
to settle for quick fixes. We dig deep, seeking cures, not just treatments.
We're relentless in addressing root causes and building lasting solutions.

And our small staff of eleven can accomplish so much because our efforts are
supported and extended by thousands of pro bono experts across the nation.
This year alone, professionals from twenty-seven firms donated more than

2,000 pro bono hours for a total value of $1,067,000 in programs services.

We exist to tackle challenges faced by Georgia’s most underserved children,
from courtrooms to classrooms to the very homes they live in. This focus on

problem-solving is the heart of our approach, guiding us toward greater impact
and more comprehensive solutions.

The Lock of Life | Anonymous

“I'had all of my walls up so | couldn’t What problems do we solve?
get hurt, and inside of the lock was

Our journey has shown us that keeping kids out of jail requires far more than

g -2
bright and creative. legal system reform or free representation. It’s about keeping them in school,

providing behavioral supports, and ensuring they have safe, habitable homes

. . . we refuse to settle for quick fixes. We
dig deep, seeking cures, not just treatments.
We're relentless in addressing root causes
and building lasting solutions.”

On the cover:

The Duck Pond
Erica Harrod

“The world is just a pond, and
we're all ducks. And our actions
just leave ripples in the pond.”
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to return to. School discipline issues often stem from traumas, disabilities,
or other unmet needs. Today, we're working not just within the legal system,
but within schools and communities to address the root causes that could
eventually lead children into the juvenile justice system.

Why is this work so critical?

Data tells a stark story: More than 21,000 kids in Georgia won't graduate
this year, and they will face consequences beyond lost income and missed
opportunities. The data tells us that these kids will live, on average, 10 years
less, collectively earn $5 billion less over their lifetimes, and experience higher
rates of chronic illness, homelessness, and joblessness. They’re also more likely
to encounter the criminal justice system than their graduating peers.

Because these kids didn’t make it through to graduation, the State of Georgia
will lose $290 miillion in tax revenue, along with thousands of college and
associate degree graduates. It will also shoulder millions in costs related to
juvenile justice, criminal justice, and healthcare.

In short, what happens to these 21,000 students is a humanitarian crisis—and

an economic one.

The data and our experience also tell a hopeful story. The right reforms
matter. Because of our advocacy efforts, graduation rates have risen over
the last two decades. We're also providing legal assistance to individual kids
with lawyers and advocates who fight to make sure that they have the mental
health and behavioral supports they need to succeed and graduate. With
your help, we can change the trajectory for the 21,000 kids, and get them
through school and on to a better life.

Thank you.
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Eric Fisher| Board Chair
Barnes & Thornburg

Executive Director

Just this year,

27 firms donated
2,077 hours to:

Conduct a 50-state child welfare policy
scan to identify successful metrics and
reforms for Georgia.

Analyze legal protections and recommend
policies for extended-stay hotel residents.

Chart national, state and local affordable
housing trust funds benefiting Georgia.

Create a Magistrate Court template to
inform tenants of eviction rights and

resources.

Review and draft model legislation to ban
corporal punishment in Georgia schools.

Assess policy to address youth mental
health policies, funding, and school-based
care integration.

Analyze and visualize 10 years of Georgia
school discipline trends and data.

Draft a moot court brief for APS Young
Litigators to build students’ advocacy skills.

And so much more.
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IMPACT HIGHLIGHTS

Legislative Wins
House Bill 404: Safe at Home Act. Prior to our successful

advocacy to pass HB 404, Georgia was one of just a few states

where rental properties were not required to be “fit for human
habitation.” Now, rental homes must have basic plumbing

and utilities, security deposits are capped, and tenants have a
grace period before an eviction can be filed. These protections
stabilize families, prevent displacement that can lead to
children entering foster care, and alleviate the economic
burden of millions of dollars in hospital costs caused by poor
housing conditions.

Senate Bill 169: Fairness in School Discipline. After seeing
our FAIR students waiting up to 55 days out of school — with
no instructional materials - before being given a school
disciplinary hearing, we drafted SB 169 to ensure timely
hearings and continuous access to learning materials for
students facing long-term suspension. These reforms reduce
learning loss, ease the burden on teachers catching them up,
and keep students on track for graduation.

Legislative Wins for Georgia’s Children and Families.
Georgia Appleseed helped secure two critical legislative
victories that will improve the lives of children and families

across the state with the passage and signing of HB 404
and SB 169 by Gov. Brian Kemp.

Coalition Leadership

The Georgia Education Climate Coalition convened
government, educational, community, nonprofit, and health
professionals to tackle pressing education policy issues: using
mediation for school discipline, ending corporal punishment,
promoting school safety, and addressing youth mental health.

This year the Georgia Healthy Housing Coalition met in
Valdosta, Riverdale, Savannah, and Augusta to advance safe
and healthy housing policies. We re-energized our members
and implemented significant goals of the coalition’s 10-year
advocacy plan of conducting a Housing Safety Code Survey
and passing the Safe at Home Act.
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Program Advancements

FAIR (Fairness, Advocacy, Individualized Representation)
Project. Building on our experience representing children in
foster care, we expanded FAIR to reach other children who
needed our help. We provided legal support to more than 200
children, working with schools to decrease disciplinary action,
increase behavioral and educational supports, and keep
students learning in school (an average of 122 days more per
student). In addition to adding new online training modules,
we conducted virtual and in-person trainings across the state,
equipping more than 1,000 advocates this year to effectively
champion children’s rights.

School-Based Behavioral Health Resources (SBBH). Nearly
half (46%) of Georgia kids who need behavioral or mental
health services lack access to critical care. We're working to

change that by promoting SBBH services.

» Through our SchoolBasedBehavioralHealth.org website,
we're consolidating, improving, and adding resources to
help schools, families, and students bring behavioral health
services to their schools.

« We're delivering technical assistance to school districts
implementing behavioral health programs.

+ We're pursuing legislation to address the shortage of SBBH
providers, such as school counselors and medical professionals,
who are essential to helping struggling kids succeed.

The Result?

Each child who we keep on track to graduate will:

« Earn an average of $501,904 more over their lifetimes;

« Live 10 years longer, with improved health outcomes;
and

o Save the state at least $41,753 annually through
increased tax contributions, lower healthcare costs, and
reduced expenses related to crime.



FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

JULY 1, 2023 to JUNE 30, 2024

REVENUES AND SUPPORT

. Contributions and Grants $2,724,858
.ContnbUted Serv|ces$1'067,262
B Fundraising and Special Events  $260,794
. . C Ont”bUted Fac||,t|es ............................. $3O,220
Oth ermcome ....................................... $ 42,8 94
Total Revenues &Support $4126,028

EXPENSES
B Programs $2,154,404

MILLION DOLLAR MILESTONE:

Georgia Appleseed Awarded
$1 Million By Yield Giving

In the spring of 2024, Georgia Appleseed received a

$1 million grant from MacKenzie Scott’s Yield Giving initiative,
the largest gift in our history. Awarded to fewer than 6% of 6,353
applicants, the grant is a powerful validation of our mission and impact.

The funds will grow our programs and help more children statewide stay

in school, secure stable housing, and avoid the criminal justice system. This
transformative investment positions us as a trusted, high-impact organization
worthy of further support. It’s not just funding—it’s an endorsement of our
ability to drive meaningful, lasting change.

I The $1 million grant from MacKenzie Scott’s Yield

Giving initiative is the largest gift in our history.
m
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$1,000,000
Yield Giving Open Call

$500,000-$999,999
Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation

$100,000-$499,999
Georgia Bar Foundation, Inc.

Georgia Dept. of Human Services, DFCS
United Way of Greater Atlanta

$50,000-$99,999
Annie E. Casey Foundation
The Carter Center

Georgia Health Initiative

$25,000 - $49,999

The Imlay Foundation

Kaiser Permanente

Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
King & Spalding

Sapelo Foundation

Taylor English Duma LLP

$10,000 - $24,999

Alston & Bird

Appleseed Network

Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Charlie Ebersol

Eversheds Sutherland

Thalia & Michael C. Carlos Foundation
Homestead Foundation

National Christian Foundation Georgia
Nelson Mullins

William & Patricia Shropshire
Southern Company

Troutman Pepper

$5,000 - $9,999
Louis & Lisa Barbieri

John Bartholomew

Mary & Chip Benton

Bey & Associates

Kate Binzen & Peter Lindsay
Heidi Muller & Daniel Boland
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore LLP
David & Margaret Brackett
Burr Forman LLP
CareSource

DLA Piper

Edouard Foundation
Georgia-Pacific Foundation
Brian & Kristin Harms

Kate Helm & Charley Beans

Infinite Athlete
LocumTenens.com
McDermott Will & Emery
Hon. David Nahmias & Linda Willis
Ronald Raider

Rooms to Go Foundation
Lynette & Keller Smith

Smith Gambrell & Russell
Southern Poverty Law Center
Verizon

Sarah-Nell H. Walsh

$2,500 - $4,999

Arnall Golden Gregory LLP
Adwoa Awotwi

Alison Ballard & Ramsey Knowles
Barnes Law Group

Patrick Becker & Edgar Callaway
N.John & Hon. Ardra Bey

Eve Byrd

Taylor & John Daly

Eric & Jessica Fisher

Paula Frederick

Glenn Memorial UMC

Micah Moon

Raj & Debbie Nichani

Adam & Joanna Ozgo

Ann & Dan Price

Neil Shorthouse & Patty Pflum
Tori Silas

Stewart Miller Simmons

$1,000 - $2,499
Aprio

Amy Ard & Michael Waller
Gerri Ard

Atlanta Bar Foundation
Matthew & Heidi Bozzelli
Mark & Corinne Bridgman
Lisamarie Bristol

Ashwin & Linda Damodaran
Jones Day

Tyler Easley

John & Lisa Fleming

Robert & Susan Gallagher
Greg Hecht

Sharon & Ben Hill

Tywanda Lord

Joe Loveland & Pam Driesell
Hon. Todd Markle

Matt & Jennifer McCarren
Jessica McKinney

Molina Healthcare

William R. Phillips

Diane Prucino & Thomas Heyse
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Rachel & Al Reid P
Jeff & Amanda Reilly

Jennifer & Tim Richman
Susanna & Keith Roberts
Randi & Scott Schnell

Slappey & Sadd, LLC

Amy Steigerwalt & Greg Smith
Kathryn Spencer

L. Chris Stewart & Canicka Cabarras
Joanna & Ben Sutton

Kate & Eric Shropshire Swett
Marc & Meg Taylor

Darren & Lana Tobin

Heather Toft

Veritext Corporation

Matt Westmoreland

Carrie Zhou

$500 - $999

Virginia Adams

Julie E. Adkins

Scot Burton

Melissa Capotosto

Ralph & Carolyn Carl
Elizabeth Clerke

Charlotte A. Combre

Alexis Daenecke

Monique & Eytan Davidson
Robin Deutsch & David Edwards
Jason & Ariel Esteves

Brian Fineman

Harold & Cynthia Franklin
David Givens & Stacey Ricci
Margo & Larry Gold

Brian Gordon & Logan Ritchie
Hand, Heart & Soul Project
Laura O. Hewett

Eric Hewlett

Randall Kirsch

Elisa Kodish

Hon. Jessy & Sanjay Lall

David Lee & Jennifer Palmer
John Maley

Malone Law

Liz & Kris McDaniel

Deborah McFarland

Tina McKeon

Hon. Christopher K. Middleton
Jenny Mittelman & William Thompson
Matthew Newman

Craig & Terri Pendergrast
Beth & Mike Pollitt

Alan Poole

Allison & Alan Pryor

Robert & Marie Rhodes

RMN Agency



Synovus

Benjamin J. Theisman
Knowles Gallant Timmons
August Trammell

Voices for Georgia's Children
Edna & Richard Waller

Lisa Wilkerson

Janice Wilson

$250 - $499
Cynthia Abel

Lynn Adam

Adam Anger

Haley Beatty

William & Ruth Beer-Bletzinger
Andrew Boyer

Tamara & John Caldas
Kimberly Charles
Kasey Chow

John Clayton
Christopher Daniels
Christopher Demko
Hon. Doris Downs & Stephen Andrews
Eric Dusenbury

Joe & Christi Feeney
Benjamin Findley
Frances Forte

Craig Friedman

George Gaskin

Laverne L. Gaskins
Bradley W. Grout
Charlie Henn

Paul & Sharon Hermann
Dustin Heslep

Corey & Ben Hirokawa
Henry & Bess Hooks
Donna Jones

Steven & Sheri Labovitz
Robert Landow

Rachel Lawley

Joyce Lewis

Reid & Alison Mallard
James McLeod

Laura Mendelson

Hon. Shondeana Morris
Dionne Morse

Victor Noriega

Phil Olaleye

Rajiv Patel

Veronica Punch
Margaret Schweizer
Marcelo Sgarbi & Forrest Griffin
Maria Branch Turner
Priscilla Upshaw

Daniel Weigel

Karen Wilcox

$100 to $249

Lauren Abbott

Julie Bachhuber

Neera Bahl

Mary Bear Hughes

Hon. Wenona Belton
Geneva Benoit

Hon. Alice Benton & Jack Blackmon
Meghan Breen

Anna Gronholm & Jesse Bridgman
Sallie H. Chasteen

Tara K. Daniels

Kathleen Dasilva

Hugh & Betty Davenport
Michael Davis

Jessica Dougan

Bob & Sandra Edwards
Rooth Blackman & Nan Fisher
Kathleen M. Flynn, LLC

Ira Foster

Mary & Richard Gerakitis
Steve & Kathy Gottlieb
David & Maggie Greenwood
James & Gayle Greenwood
Hon. Amanda Heath

Todd Heffner

Meg Heyse

Lamar & Mary Jones

Jen King

Jennifer King

Kristina Klein

Cortney Lollar

Radha Manthe

John A. Martin

Joseph G. Martin, Jr.

Sally & Sandy Matthews
Wes McCart

Jane McCurdy

Hon. Christopher McFadden
Garry McGiboney

Michelle Mcintyre

Molly McLoughlin
Mediacom Communications Corp.
Judy Nussbaum

Erin Patrick

Sharon Roberts Young
Fabiola Salvant

Kattia Sigui & Raymond Olivera
Lisa Stroud

Jennifer Toner

Sara Totonchi

Hon. Ronit Walker & Matt Bronfman

Terry Walsh
Talley & Laura Wells
Patricia Willis

Daniel Wodarcyk
Kit Young
Lauren Zeldin

Up to $99
Shirley & Dominic Bozzelli
Louis Brown

Jessica Caleb

Hon. Verda Colvin
Corey Cutler

Google

Gusto

Andrew Keen

Supria Kuppaswamy
Marie Martin

Joe & Erin McFall
Linda Mitchell

Toni Osborne

M. Dell Palazzolo
Martha Reich
Michael Rosenthal
Daniel Smith

Debra Tavaras
Mandar Vengurlekar
Merle Westbrook

Pro Bono

Contributors

Alston & Bird

Arnall Golden Gregory LLP
Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Coxe Curry

Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
DLA Piper

Edgeworth Economics

EY

Eversheds Sutherland
Goodwin Procter LLP
Hobbs Co.

Hogan Lovells

Holland & Knight LLP
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
King & Spalding

Manatt Phelps & Phillips LLP
McDermott Will & Emery
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
Ohio River South

People Who Think

Barnes Law Group

Spears & Filipovits

Taylor English Duma LLP
Terminus Strategies

Verint Systems

Veritext
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ADVANCING JUSTICE FOR GEORGIA'S CHILDREN | Georgia Appleseed Center for Law
& Justice is a nonpartisan nonprofit law center that advocates for Georgia’s most vulnerable and
underrepresented children, keeping them in school with the supports they need, in healthy homes,
and out of the justice system. To find out how you can support our mission, visit GaAppleseed.org.

GEORGIA
APPLESEED

Center for Law & Justice

BOARD OF DIRECTORS YOUNG
Eric Fisher| Board Chair David Brackett Judge Christopher Middleton PROFESSIONALS
Barnes & Thornburg Bondurant Mixson & Elmor Superior Court of COU NCI L
Micah Moon | Board Vice Chair Charlie Ebersol Chatham County Andrew Boyer
Delta Air Lines Infinite Athlete Judge Shondeana Morris Alston & Bird LLP
Adam Ozgo | Board Treasurer John Fleming DeKalb County Superior Court Kayla Butler
Yancey Bros. Eversheds Sutherland Raj M. Nichani Alston & Bird LLP
Adwoa Awotwi | Board Harold Franklin The RMN Agency Megan Cambre
Secretary King & Spalding LLP Randi Schnell Bondurant Mixson & Elmore
LocumTenens.com Paula Frederick Rooms To Go Alexis Daenecke
Tori Silas | Immediate Past State Bar of Georgia Neil Shorthouse Barnes & Thornburg
Board Chgir Brian Gordon Partners in Change Chris Daniels
Community Advocate McDermott Will & Emery LLP  Amy Steigerwalt Barnes & Thornburg
glisEnlBallLard - Brian Harms Georgia State University Riviere Duny
uchalter Law Firm Troutman Pepper L. Chris Stewart Taylor English Duma
Lou Barbieri Stewart Miller Simmons Eric Hewlett
Kilpatrick T d Kate Helm Barnes & Thornb
fipatrick fownsen Nelson Mulllins Riley & Debra Tavaras arnes orn 'urg
Patrick Becker Scarborough, LLP Soulstice, Inc. Molly McLoughlin
Ohio River South
Southern Company Judge Todd Markle Marc Taylor 'Io ver >ou
Mary Benton Court of Appeals of Georgia Taylor English Duma Allison Pryor
Alston & Bird LLP . . . Troutman Pepper
Jessica McKinney Carrie Zhou Sam S |
John Bey Smurfit WestRock Aprio EaYm targe
Bey & Associates

Michael Waller | Executive Director
Morgan Bridgman | Policy Counsel
Tanesse Brown | Program Manager

Jack Grote | Staff Attorney

Darlene Lynch | Legal & Policy Director
Liz McDaniel | Director of Engagement & Development
Rosalie Monroy | Administrative Assistant
Leah Mungo | Development Associate
Luci Ruiz | Policy Counsel

Kate Swett | Director of Operations

Mary Katheryn Velazquez | Staff Attorney

About the Artworks | We have included two paintings,
commissioned by Georgia Appleseed, from our special
N exhibition “See Me: Pieces of Life from Youth in Care.” These
L B y moving art pieces represent the lived experiences of Georgia’s
youth navigating the foster care system. See the collection
of art, interviews and more at piecesoflife.org. Background
texture throughout the report comes from drawings of children
f attending a housing listening session with their families.



