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Georgia Appleseed advances justice and equity for all Georgia’s children, with a particular focus on Black and Brown
children, children experiencing poverty, LGBTQ+ children, children with disabilities, and children in foster care. Justice
requires that every child has access to strong, nurturing schools and a healthy home.

Our mission is to increase justice in Georgia through law and policy reform and community engagement.
Our values include nonpartisan engagement, collaborations to achieve justice, listening to those who are most impacted,

balanced and objective research, data-driven, pragmatic solutions, courage to tackle the hard issues, and the power of
pro bono.
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MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP

Georgia’s most vulnerable children

and families navigated unprecedented
challenges during the twelve months of
FY 2020-2021. Many schools closed,
often with limited access to virtual
learning. Many parents lost their jobs
as evictions continued outside of the
Atlanta metro area despite a federal
moratorium. And physical and mental
health challenges increased with often
limited access to treatment. Though
government assistance was increasingly
available, access to it was (and remains)
difficult for so many of the families who
need it most.

Georgia Appleseed strives to amplify
the voices of these families. After
hearing from families afraid of losing
their homes, we worked to design and
improve eviction prevention programs
that protected thousands of Georgians
from homelessness. When foster
parents raised concerns about the

lack of educational supports for their
children, we fought for and achieved new
protections for children in foster care
entering new schools.
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When teachers, parents, and children
reported to us that mental healthcare
was out of reach for many students, we
expanded our efforts to increase access
to behavioral services in schools. When
parents of color told us that they needed
more information about discipline in
their schools, we successfully advocated
for a new law that requires local schools
to provide that data. And we continued
to facilitate community conversations
that foster police accountability

inside and outside of schools. These
conversations led to up-to-date
community-driven policy to protect
communities of color and children from
unnecessary or harmful policing.

And as always, our lawyers represented
individual children in school discipline
cases, fighting for their rights and access
to needed supports.

Georgia Appleseed will continue to listen
to children and families and let their
voices lead our efforts. We hope that

the information in this annual report

will inspire you to join and support us.
Together, we will build a better future for
all of Georgia’s children.

Sincerely,

Harold E. Franklin, Jr.
Board Chair

Howtd £ Fandl

R. Michael Waller

Executive Director
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FY21 BY T H E N U M B E R S Recent efforts led by Georgia Appleseed have
resulted in significant milestones, including:

L AW (SB42)
PASSED

Georgia Appleseed led the effort to protect
school discipline and climate reform. SB42
requires that schools be more transparent about
discipline policies and their impacts on Black and
Brown students and children in poverty.

*%15,000

Georgia kids received mental
health services in their schools.

Our Bridges to Behavioral Health Project works to expand
school-based behavioral and mental health services for children.

44,000

FEWER
CHILDREN
SUSPENDED

new attorney manuals to hel Georgia’s schools suspended 44,000 fewer
e e [ e children last year than when we began advocating
advocate for children in school for school discipline reform in 2011, continuing
disciplinary hearings. the decline in discipline rates.
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FY21 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021

Revenues & Support

Contributions and Grants $1,577,755 I S Fundraising and Special Events
Contributed Services $627,004 Convibuted

Contributed Facilities $30,220

Fundraising and Special Events $126,322 I

Total Revenues & Support $2,361,301

Programs $1,122,531 I General and Administrative
Fundraising $162,025 Fundraising

General and Administrative $90,355 I

Total Expenses $1,374,911

Total Increase in Net Assets $986,390

1 81 PRO BONO HOURS
?

worth more than $627,000
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The FAIR Project: Children

in Foster Care Are Everyone’s

Children

Denise, a bright and chatty 10th grader, was surrendered
into foster care as COVID-19 shut down schools.

Safety protocols and virtual schooling
isolated her from extended family and
her new school community. When
schools re-opened, Denise was eager

to make new friends and please her
teachers, but soon found herself singled
out and bullied. Eventually, the taunting
led to a fight at school. The school
wanted to expel Denise for a year and a
half, even though the school’s leadership
failed to protect Denise from bullying
or provide necessary special education
support.

Georgia Appleseed’s attorneys fought
for Denise to stay in school and won.
Denise is not only continuing her
education, but more importantly, she
is receiving the support she needs to
succeed in the classroom.

Denise’s story is not unique and
illustrates some of the many
educational barriers confronting
Georgia’s 12,000+ children in foster
care. Georgia Appleseed’s FAIR
Project (Fairness, Advocacy, and
Individualized Representation for
Children in Foster Care) transforms
Georgia’s foster care system by
amplifying the voices of both children
in foster care and their caregivers. In
addition to providing representation
for children like Denise, our FAIR
Project embraces a holistic approach
that advocates for legal and policy
innovations that will ensure that Denise
and other children in care succeed in
school and in stable home placements.
With the right care and support, these
children can and will thrive.
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Georgia Appleseed’s
attorneys represented
Denise at her
disciplinary hearing
and successfully
advocated for her

to stay in school,

|earning and receiving
the supports she
needs to succeed.



. Helping Communities

Help Their Children

When COVID-19 shuttered workplaces across Atlanta, employee
layoffs hit Clayton County particularly hard. Residents in
Atlanta’s poorest county were already struggling to pay rising
rents and 5% of the county’s children were homeless.

Fortunately, a Georgia Appleseed
partnership with the Clayton County
Magistrate Court and other organizations
had already built a crucial lifeline for
Clayton County families. The lifeline is
the Homelessness Intervention Project
(HIP), a social innovation lab to curb
homelessness and prevent evictions.

As federal relief funds became
available, Clayton County scaled up
HIP’s eviction diversion program

to distribute millions of dollars in
additional critical funds to tenants and
landlords, as a result, Clayton County
protected thousands of families from
homelessness. While other counties and
municipalities across Georgia struggled

to get federal relief dollars into the
hands of those who needed it most,
Clayton County was a leader. HIP’s
program is a model for how stakeholders
in other communities can work together
to protect their families and children
from homelessness.

The HIP social innovation lab is part of
Georgia Appleseed’s Healthy Housing
Initiative and an example of how we
partner with community organizations
across Georgia to identify the specific
challenges that diverse communities
face and find equitable solutions to
these challenges. Working together, we
are building a new Georgia where every

child has a safe and healthy home.
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Georgia Appleseed

seeks and supports
innovative solutions
to ensure every

child has a safe and
healthy home.




= Building a Better Future for
Georgia’s School Children

Georgia Appleseed is a driving force in systemic reforms
to Georgia’s education andjuvenilejustice systems.

This past year, Georgia Appleseed
successfully fought for the passage

of a new law that makes it easier for
parents to see whether schools are
applying discipline equitably or unfairly
discriminating against Black, Brown,
and other children. Our Georgia
Education Climate Coalition and pro
bono partners also created extensive
guidance for schools, the Department
of Education, and the Division of Family
& Children Services on how to support
children in foster care when they move
to a new school. And we provided timely
information to Georgia’s schools and
parents about how to support students
and keep them safe during COVID-19-

related school closures.

These efforts are part of our decade-
long effort to make Georgia schools a
safe place where every child can learn.
Georgia Appleseed lawyers work with
schools, the Department of Education,
and dozens of other partners to improve
classroom success and safety and to
dismantle the school-to-prison pipeline.
As a result of our efforts, schools are
safer, with fewer disciplinary incidents,
more student success, and higher
teacher retention. When students stay
in class learning and out of the juvenile
Justice system, the impacts on their
futures and our communities are long-
term and far-reaching.
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Georgia schools
suspended 45,000
fewer students last
year than in 2011
when we started our
work—that means
more students in

class |earning and not

headed to thejuvenile
justice system.




SUPPORTERS

>$50,000

The Carter Center Mental
Health Program

Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation

Judicial Council of Georgia,
Admin. Office of the Courts

The Waterfall Foundation

$25,000 TO $49,999

Equal Justice Works

Fulton County Dept. of Housing &
Community Development CSP

Georgia Bar Foundation

Kilpatrick Townsend

King & Spalding

Sapelo Foundation

Taylor English

United Way of Greater Atlanta

$10,000 TO $24,999

Alston & Bird

Amy Ard, R. Michael Waller & Family
Atlanta Legal Aid Society

Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation
Cobb County Government/Select Cobb
Eversheds Sutherland

Georgia Legal Services Program

HD Supply

Homestead Foundation

Nelson Mullins

Southern Company

Thalia & Michael C. Carlos Foundation
Troutman Pepper

The UPS Foundation

Verizon

$5,000 TO 9,999

Barnes & Thornburg, LLP
Mary & Chip Benton
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore LLP

Delta Community Philanthropy Fund
DLA Piper

Education Law Center

EY

Georgia-Pacific Foundation
Ronald Raider

Slappey & Sadd, LLC
Smith Gambrell Russell
Marc Taylor

$2,000 TO $4,999

Arnall Golden Gregory LLP

Gov. Roy Barnes & Barnes Law Group

Matthew D. Bozzelli

David & Margaret Brackett

CareSource

Alexander & Jessica Clay

Bradley N. Currey, Jr.

Taylor & John Daly

Caroline C. Durham

Robert P. Edwards, Jr.

Eric & Jessica Fisher

John Fleming

Paula Frederick

Glenn Memorial United
Methodist Church

Marc & Julie Howard

Hon. Todd Markle

Jessica McKinney

Hon. David E. Nahmias

Raj Nichani

Diane Prucino & Thomas Heyse

Rooms to Go Foundation

Randi & Scott Schnell

Neil Shorthouse & Patty Pflum

Tori Silas

Southern Poverty Law Center

Amy Steigerwalt & Greg Smith

Stockert/lves Family Fund

Carrie Zhou

$1,000 TO $1,999

Kim Anderson

Brooks, McGinnis & Company

Charles L. Cantey & Mary Jane Stewart
Shelley & Bill Collins in

honor of Talley Wells
Kenneth Dyer
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Robert & Susan Gallagher

Sharon & Ben Hill

Jewish Networking Atlanta

Adam & Joanna Ozgo

Ann & Dan Price

Kevin & Susan Ruhl

Hon. Wendy Shoob & Walter Jospin
William O. & Patricia P. Shropshire
Kathryn Spencer

State Bar of Georgia

Synovus Bank

Antoinette Terry

Benjamin J. Theisman & Jana Rhone
Veritext Corporation

Sarah-Nell H. Walsh

Talley & Laura Wells

Charisse Williams

$500 TO $999

Julie E Adkins

Michelle D. Arrington

Hon. Anne Elizabeth Barnes

Ruth Beer-Bletzinger &
William Bletzinger

Edward Buckley

Ralph & Carolyn Carl

Stanley Collins

Cox, Rodman & Middleton

Alice & Art Domby

Hon. Doris Downs & Stephen Andrews

Georgia Asylum &
Immigration Network

Geoffrey & Bettina Drake

The Goddard School

Jason Esteves

Harold Franklin

Ashley & Chris Frieden

Laverne L. Gaskins

Richard Gerakitis

Laura O. Hewett

Jones Day

Elana Kaplan

Randall Kirsch

Steven & Sherri Labovitz

Hon. Beverly B. Martin

Micah Moon

Caitlin Pardue

Craig & Terri Pendergrast



Hon. Herbert E. Phipps
Rachel Platt

Michael P. Pollitt
Martha Probst

Allison Pryor
Rob & Marie Rhodes

Charity Scott & Evans Harrell

Portia Shields
Lynette Eaddy Smith
David Sneed
Thamiah Tutt

Patricia Verrilli & Joseph Wayland

Voices for Georgia’s Children

$200 TO $499

Lynn M. Adam

Landan Ansell

Hon. Wenona C. Belton

William E. Curtis
Richard H. Deane Jr.
Leah Farmer

Arnold Feinstein

Craig Friedman

Ashley Galston in honor of
Jessica McKinney

Margo & Larry Gold

Tanya Hairston-Whitner
Dan & Deborah Heller
Honeywell

John Horn

David F. Howard

Alicia Grahn Jones

Monisha & Keith Longacre
Larry Lord

Rory Lyons

Victoria Martin

Sally Matthews

Garry McGiboney

Michael & Anne McGlamry
Ebony Mobley

Heidi Muller

Dorothy & Jim Newland

Matthew Newman

Adria Perez

Susanna Roberts

Stephen P. Rowland
Richard Rufolo

Maureen Sheehy

Gregory Smith

Kathryn Solley

Holly Stevens

Jennifer Toner

Trinity Presbyterian Church
Freda Wells

Julia Wilson

$100 TO $199

Leslie Bassett

Geneva Benoit

Charlie & Lisa Bliss

Ann & Jeff Cramer

Rebecca Crosby

Chris Demko

Melissa DeWolf

Ronan Dougherty

Clinton Fletcher

BethAnne Flynn in honor of Sharon Hill

Danielle Gray

LaTonya Hayes

Sharon B. Hermann

Corey & Ben Hirokawa in
honor of John Fleming

Eloise Holland

Charles Huddleston

Quincy Kelly

Laura Komarek

Kay Levine

Michael McConnell

Cheryl Mobley

Network For Good

Gautam Reddy

Allison Ryan

Joyce Sneed

Brooks Stillwell

Kate & Eric Shropshire Swett

Carmen Allen Talley

Hugh P. Thompson

Louis S. Thurman

Ronit Walker & Matt Bronfman

Linda Wells

Christina Wilson

Christopher Yokom

Emmakate and Robert Young
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UP TO $99

AmazonSmile

Mark R. Behrens
Shauna Carmichael
Kelly Colin

Frank Durham

Equifax

Jean Estes

William & Nancy Harrison
Howard Kirk Henson
Todd E. Jones

Gail D. Morales

M. Dell Palazzolo

Kerry Seabrook

Maria Branch Turner
Priscilla Upshaw
Mandar Vangurlekar
Christa Waller

Terry Walsh

Pro Bono Services

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Ali El-Haj

Alston & Bird

Aprio

Ayo Gathing

Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Christi Feeney
Cornerstone Research
Destiny Singh

DLA Piper

EY

Get the Data LLC
Kilpatrick Townsend
King & Spalding
LEADRIight

Manatt

Nelson Mullins

PwC ScopeAThon
Seyfarth

Taylor English Decisions
Barnes Law Group

The Platt Law Firm
Troutman Pepper
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Wingard Graphics

We make every effort to ensure
accuracy of the above listings.
If you see an error or omission,
please contact us at 678-336-
7177 or info(@gaappleseed.org
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2021
GOOD APPLE SPONSORS

PILLARS OF JUSTICE

" KILPATRICK KING & SPALDING taylor | english
AN TOWNSEND ) .
the purpose-built law firm
CORE SUPPORTERS
EVERSHEDS — NELSON
SUTHERLAND m MULLINS
PROBLEM SOLVERS
ALSTON A troutman’
&BIRD Za Southern Company pepper
ADVOCATES INVESTIGATORS
Barnes & Thornburg, LLP Arnall Golden Gregory LLP
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore LLP Barnes Law Group
DLA Piper CareSource
EY Rooms to Go Foundation
Georgia-Pacific Foundation Southern Poverty Law Center

Slappey & Sadd, LLC
Smith Gambrell Russell






