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Georgia Appleseed advances justice for all Georgia’s children, with a
particular focus on children experiencing poverty, children with
disabilities, and children who experience the effects of institutional
bias and racism. Justice requires that every child has access to
strong, nurturing schools and a healthy home.

Our mission is to increase justice in Georgia through law and policy
reform and community engagement.

Our values include nonpartisan engagement, collaborations to achieve
justice, listening to those who are most impacted, balanced and
objective research, data-driven solutions, courage to tackle the hard
issues, and the power of pro bono.

GaAppleseed.org



During a year marked by tragedy, struggle,
and conflict, Georgia Appleseed remained
steadfast in its commitment to increase
justice in Georgia through systemic reform.
Our remarkable Appleseed community
proved that Georgians help each other
through tough times and can look to a
brighter future.

In the wake of the inexcusable killings of
Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, and Ahmaud
Arbery, Georgia Appleseed listened to
communities first and—when called to
action—revisited our 2016 recommendations
and report on violence against communities
of color. Updating these recommendations
will help us support the current movement
to change our justice system with best
practices, transparency, and healthier
community engagement.

When the pandemic struck, community
members told us that housing and
educational access for low-income families
were at immediate risk. Together with
partners across the state, Georgia Appleseed
led efforts to protect families from a wave of
pandemic-induced evictions and provide
children with needed educational supports
when schools closed because of the
coronavirus.

We quickly pivoted our existing network of
statewide leaders to develop emergency
responses and solutions to protect families,
prioritize resources for the most vulnerable
children, and develop innovative ways to
deliver services. As a result, more children
could attend school online, and schools
were better prepared to meet the social-
emotional needs of students, ensuring more
learning and fewer behavioral problems.

We brought together more than 135
organizations across Georgia to advocate for
supports for tenants and landlords. Our data
collection efforts and analysis provided local
communities with up-to-date information
about how local housing courts adapted to
the pandemic. And, in Clayton County, we
partnered with the court to innovate an
eviction prevention program that has kept
hundreds of families in their homes and
provided landlords with the money they
need to stay in business.

As always, Georgia Appleseed looks to the
future. COVID-19 has created new awareness
of the inequities and inequalities faced by
millions of Georgia’s children. That new
awareness is an opportunity to bring new
Georgians into our community of hope and
compassion. Together we will continue to
build for all of Georgia’s children welcoming
schools, healthy homes, and needed
supports for children facing challenges from
trauma, disabilities, poverty, bias, and
racism.

We hope you find inspiration as you read
about our significant work and community
outreach in this annual report.

T Renkor_

Mary Benton
Board Chair

Michael Waller
Executive Director
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FY20 BY THE NUMBERS

Here are a few numbers that give a snapshot of our
successes over the past year.




On January 16, 2020, more than 100
community members gathered at the
Landmark’s Midtown Art Cinema in
Atlanta to watch the documentary
“Segregated City” and discuss race
equity in Georgia schools. A heart-
wrenching story about teenagers
pushing for change in their home
school district, the film sparked
conversation about institutional
racism, privilege, and what we owe
our youth.

Offered in collaboration with and
supported in part by Working Films,
the event included the following
panelists: Fulton County Juvenile
Court Judge Renata Turner,

Atlanta Public Schools Board Chair
Jason Esteves, Fulton County Schools
Director of the Office of Student
Discipline Maribel Bell, and Annie E.
Casey Foundation Senior Associate for
Education Achievement Rubye
Sullivan.

The film sparked
conversation about
institutional racism,
privilege, and what we owe
our youth.

The Fulton County program was part
of our successful and long-term
efforts to reduce racial disparities in
school discipline and juvenile justice
involvement in specific counties
across the state, including Fulton,
Dougherty, Bibb, and Richmond
counties. Addressing issues of race
equity, education, and school
discipline are central to Georgia
Appleseed’s mission of bringing
justice to all of Georgia’s children.
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The connection between a child
having a healthy, stable home and
that child thriving in school is
undeniable. Our Georgia Healthy
Housing Coalition brings leaders
together from across the state to
ensure that all children have access to
healthy, stable homes.

Local collaborations must also be part
of the solution. We are developing
best practices for these local
collaborations, based in part on our
engagement with the equity-driven
Homelessness Intervention Pilot
Program (HIPP), a “social lab” that
provides space for local experts to

create local solutions to local
concerns and then test the impact of
those solutions. Through the Clayton
County HIPP, Georgia Appleseed
brought together champions for
healthy housing from the magistrate
court, public school system, housing
code enforcement, tenant advocates,
and community engagement
organizations, like Hearts to Nourish
Hope and Housing Plus.

The Homelessness
Intervention Pilot Program
(HIPP) is a “social lab” that
provides space for local
experts to create local
solutions to local concerns
and then test the impact of
those solutions.

Together, stakeholders designed and
implemented several important policy
interventions (or “experiments”) that
are keeping hundreds of families and
their children in their homes by
preventing evictions and increasing
code enforcement capacity to protect
tenants from unhealthy conditions.
While this project focuses on changing
the way Clayton County courts and
housing code enforcement deal with
evictions, the model for innovation,
community engagement, and
information sharing are replicable in
other places to tackle other injustices.
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This year, Georgia Appleseed
published and distributed innovative
Help Guides for Children with
Learning and Behavior Challenges to
some 2,500 Georgians. Each hands-on
guide lays out in simple terms what
resources may be available to a child
struggling at school.

Children thrive when those
caring for them understand
school-related rights and
resources.

The guides are the centerpiece to our
in-person and virtual Advocating for
Your Child trainings. More than 500
attendees (and hundreds more via
Facebook Live) attended 29 trainings
last year. Participants included
parents, educators, foster care
workers, and other advocates for
children.
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Knowledge is power. Children thrive
when those caring for them
understand school-related rights and Help Guides for Ghildren with

i nd Learning Challenges

resources. And those who care for
children—including parents,
grandparents, foster parents, teachers,
and other advocates—best support our
children when they have easy access
to information about how to get
children what they need.
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Through the Tribunal Volunteer
Lawyers Network, Georgia Appleseed
trained 55 lawyers last year to
advocate for children in care facing
exclusionary discipline and provided
services to 63 children in care.

We raised the children’s
voices and protected them
from unnecessary changes in
home placement.

Through these advocacy efforts, we

dded tl d to child '
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CLASS: raised the children's voices, and
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A child in foster care facing long-term
suspension or expulsion from school
(or “exclusionary discipline,” as we
call it) also faces a potential change
in their home life. If exclusionary
discipline requires them to change
schools outside of their home district,
this may also require a change in their
home placement. For children who are
living with loss and healing from
abuse, neglect, or trauma, this can be
devastating.
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to have the most impact with our very
specific legal skill sets and
perspectives. Our overall aim is to be
part of a larger solution that breaks
down the systemic, structural, and
institutional injustices that are deeply
embedded in our racist social
structures, including education,
housing, healthcare, criminal justice,
economic justice, and nonprofit
culture, just to name a few.

Our overall aim is to be part
of a larger solution that
breaks down the systemic,
structural, and institutional

GEO RGlA injustices t.hat are dgeply
APPLESEED cocial structures,
STATEMENT ON

RACIAL JUSTICE We are not perfect in our pursuit. We

will continue to strive.
#BlackLivesMatter

To learn more about our efforts, see
our statements on diversity and
inclusion, and racial justice:

Georgia Appleseed works to advance gaappleseed.org/about/racial-justice

justice for all Georgia’s children, with
a particular focus on children
experiencing poverty, children with
disabilities, and children who
experience the effects of institutional
bias and racism. Our current areas of
focus are educational rights and safe,
healthy housing. We've chosen these
areas because they are where we hope
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FY20 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Revenues & Support

Contributions and Grants
Contributed Services
Contributed Facilities
Fundraising and Special Events

Total Revenues and Support

July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020

Fundraising & Special Events
B.2%

$546,864
$861,107
$30,220
$128,109
$1,566,300

Contributed Services
55%

Expenses

Programs
Fundraising
General & Administrative

Total Expenses

Total Increase in Net Assets

Contributed Facilities
1.9%

General & Administrative
7.7%

Fundraising
6.1%

$1,284,142
$91,646
$115,378

$1,491,166
$75,134

Celebrating Pro Bono in FY20

00000

(>

$861,107

Board Members Harold Franklin
(King & Spalding), Mary Benton
(Alston & Bird), and Carrie Zhu
(Aprio) gathered at November's
"Branching Out for Justice" event
with the Appleseed Network.
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34.9%




FY20 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

(as of 6/30/20)

Georgia Appleseed is grateful & proud of the commitment from its Board of Directors.
The organization has 100% board giving.

Mary Benton
Board Chair
Alston & Bird LLP

Harold Franklin
Board Vice Chair
King & Spalding LLP

Tori Silas
Board Secretary
Smith, Gambrell & Russell LLP

Eric Fisher
Board Treasurer
Barnes & Thornburg

Micah Moon
Young Professionals Council President
Koch Companies Public Sector LLC

Kim Anderson
K.E. Anderson Consulting

Michelle Arrington
Verizon

Matthew Bozzelli
Southern Company

Elizabeth Chadwick
Nonprofit Consultant

Alexander Clay
Smith, Gambrell & Russell LLP

Taylor Daly

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP

David Brackett
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore LLP

Kenneth Dyer

Superintendent, Dougherty County Schools

Robert Edwards
Troutman Pepper

John Fleming
Eversheds Sutherland

Paula J. Frederick
State Bar of Georgia

Brian Gordon
DLA Piper

Marc Howard
Pope & Howard P.C.

Hon. Todd Markle
Georgia Court of Appeals

Jessica McKinney
GE Energy Management

Hon. David Nahmias
Supreme Court of Georgia

Adam Ozgo
EY

Diane Prucino
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton

Randi Schnell
Rooms to Go

Neil Shorthouse
Partners in Change

Amy Steigerwalt
GSU Dept. of Political Science

Carrie Zhou
Aprio

- GEORGIA APPLESEED’

Center for Law & Justice



FY20 YOUNG PROFESSIONALS COUNCIL
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

(as of 6/30/20)
Micah Moon Pearson Beardsley Nicole Medrozo
President Beardsley, P.C. Kilpatrick Townsend
Koch Companies Public . & Stockton
Sector LLC Eofs‘- Bul[nlg C
olsinelli P.C. Adam Ozgo

Ebony Mobley Eric Fisher EY
President Elect Barnes & Thornburg
UGA School of Law L. Caitlin Pardue

Craig Friedman Athena Health
Landan Ansell Jones Day
Treasurer . Rachel Platt
PWC b Shaw LLP The Platt Law Firm
Alison Ballard Jessica Jolivette Rebekah Runyon
Taylor English Duma Jones Day Eversheds Sutherland

STAFF

R. Michael Waller, MA, MTS, ID
Executive Director

Caroline Durham, JD
Legal and Policy Director

KyMara Guidry, JD
Equal Justice Works Fellow

Eloise Holland
Communications Manager

DaShana Jelks, MSM
Office Manager and Bookkeeper

Thamiah Tutt, MBA
Interim Director of Development

Staff Attorney Lashawnda Woods-Roberts, Legal and Policy Director Caroline Durham,
Executive Director Michael Waller, and Georgia State Senator Donzella James at the
2020 Mental Health Day at the Capitol.

Lashawnda Woods-Roberts, MS, JD
Staff Attorney
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$50,000+
The Waterfall Foundation
Zeist Foundation

$20,000-$49,999
Annie E. Casey Foundation

Thalia and Michael C. Carlos Foundation

Equal Justice Works

Eversheds Sutherland

Fulton County Dept. of Housing &
Community Development

Community Service Program (CSP)

Georgia Bar Foundation

Georgia Health Foundation
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
King & Spalding LLP

The Rich Foundation, Inc.

$10,000-$19,999

Alston & Bird LLP

Atlanta Legal Aid Society

Carter Center Mental Health Program

Georgia Legal Services Program

Homestead Foundation

The Imlay Foundation, Inc.

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough,
LLP

Southern Company

Troutman Pepper

The UPS Foundation

Volunteer Lawyers Foundation

Sarah-Nell Walsh and Albert Guthrie

$5,000-$9,999

Atlanta Bar Foundation

Roy Barnes & Barnes Law Group LLC
Mary and Chip Benton

Bondurant Mixson & Elmore LLP
Comcast Cable

DLA Piper

John Fleming

Ron Raider

Hon. Wendy Shoob and Walter Jospin
Smith, Gambrell & Russell LLP
Southern Poverty Law Center

Beth Tanis and John Chandler

Taylor English Duma LLP

$2,000-$4,999

Kim Anderson

Arnall Golden Gregory LLP

Michelle Arrington

Beacon Hill Legal

Matthew Bozzelli

David and Margaret Brackett

CareSource

Elizabeth Chadwick and Mike Pollitt

Chubb

Alexander and Jessica Clay

Shelley and Bill Collins in honor of
Laura and Talley Wells

Taylor and John Daly

OUR SUPPORTERS

We thank our FY20 supporters (July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020) including those who have
provided Grants/Restricted Funding.

Robert Edwards

Eric and Jessica Fisher

Hall, Booth, Smith P.C.

Marc and Julie Howard

Jones Day

Hon. Todd Markle

Jessica McKinney

Hon. David Nahmias

Diane Prucino and Tom Heyse
Rooms to Go

Randi and Scott Schnell

Neil Shorthouse and Patty Pflum
Tori Silas Lewis and John Lewis Jr.
Amy Steigerwalt and Greg Smith
Synovus Bank

Charley and Linda Wells

$1,000-$1,999

Amanda and Mark Brandenburg

Chuck Cantey and Mary Jane Stewart

Alexander and Jessica Clay

Kenneth Dyer

Bob and Susan Gallagher

Glenn Memorial Church

Sharon and Ben Hill

Sam Kaywood Jr

National Association of Community
and Restorative Justice (NACRJ)

Antoinette Terry

Veritext

Laura and Talley Wells

Working Films

Carrie Zhou

$400-$999

Anonymous

Ed Buckley

Ann Cramer

Hugh and Betty Davenport

Lauren DiMarco in honor of Mary
Benton

Equifax

EY

David Givens and Stacey Ricci

The Goddard School

Brian Gordon

Steven and Sheri Labovitz

Hon. Beverly Martin

Christopher Middleton

Micah Moon

Rachel Platt

Ann and Daniel Price

Rob and Marie Rhodes

Dr. Portia Shields

Sheba Veeder

Voices for Georgia's Children

Michael Waller and Amy Ard

Lauren Zeldin

$200-$399
Stephen Andrews and Hon. Doris
Downs

Deborah Arbabi

Alison Ballard and Ramsey Knowles

Ruth Beer-Bletzinger and William
Bletzinger

Hon. Wenona C. Belton

Julian Bene and Amy Lederberg

Bouhan Falligant LLP in honor of
Parag Shah

Convergint Technologies

Harold Franklin

Chris and Ashley Frieden

Craig Friedman

Laverne Gaskins

Good Thinking, Inc.

Dustin and Leslie Heslep

J. Stanton Hill

Ginger McRae and Chris Cramer

Ebony Mobley

Adam and Joanna Ozgo

Matt Patterson

Hon. Herbert Phipps

Polsinelli

Rick Rufolo

Rebekah Runyon

Allison Ryan

Prof. Charity Scott and Evans Harrell

in honor of Peter E. Harrell

Parag Shah

Kathryn Spencer

W. Brooks Stillwell

$100-199

Hon. Anne Elizabeth Barnes

Nancy and John Beane

Stephen Byrne

Christopher Demko

Margo and Larry Gold

Bradley Grout

Cecily Harsch-Kinnane

Corey and Ben Hirokawa in honor of
John Fleming

Charles Huddleston

Matthew Lerner

Monisha Longacre

Garry McGiboney

Mitchell Reiner

Blair Rothstein in honor of
Eric and Jessica Fisher

Katherine Seelman in memory of
Chris Cowap

Holly Stevens

J. Eugene and Carmen Talley

Jennifer Toner

Mandar Vengurlekar

Terry Walsh

Emmakate Young and
Robert Croft Young

Up to $99

Catherine Alexander
AmazonSmile

Cathy Bacon
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Naje Badu

EJ Bearman Stern

Jay Berkelhamer

Mindy Binderman

Hope Boldon

Christina Bortz

Brad Bryant

Bettie Cobb in honor of Linda Omer
Derin Dickerson

Jade Domingue

Kimberly Dove

William Harrison

Sanford Hartman in honor of
Laura and Talley Wells

Terri Allen Hendley

Jennifer Henn

Eloise Holland and Melissa McClure

Katie Howard

Genta Iwasaki

Roderic Johnson

Brenda Johnson

Donna Jones

Jacqueline Jones

Ryan Joye

Paula Kupersmith

Kay Levine

John Martin

Kimberly McDaniel

Victoria Miller

April Neal

Camille Pendley

Leonard Presberg

Sarah Primrose

Tera Pullen

Paula Rafferty

Jason Reeves

Matthew Roberts

Sue Smith

Evanya Stevens

Angela Tyner

Charlotte Walbert

Dave Walbert

Christine Warren

Vicki Wilbon

Lisa Wilkerson in honor of
Alison Ballard

Christopher Yokom

We make every effort to ensure
accuracy of the above listings. If you
see an error or omission, please
contact our development department
at 678-336-7242.
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2020
GOOD APPLE SPONSORS

PILLARS OF JUSTICE CORE SUPPORTERS
Vdl KILPATRICK \LLSTON
AN TOWNSEND SBIRD

(ING & SPALDING
KING & SPATLDINC EVERSHEDS

. SUTHERLAND
taylor engllsh
the purpose—buih law firm®
PROBLEM SOLVERS
— NELSON
| MULLINS
A Southern Company
troutman’
pepper
ADVOCATES INVESTIGATORS
Barnes Law Group Active Production & Design
Barnes & Thornburg Arnall Golden Gregory
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore Brooks, McGinnis & Company
DLA Piper CareSource
Smith Gambrell & Russell Hall, Booth, Smith
Jones Day
Rooms to Go

Thomson Reuters
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HOURS OF PRO BONO

This past year, individuals and firms
generously gave their time—valued at
$861,107 —to Georgia Appleseed to
ensure every child has access to
strong, nurturing schools and a
healthy home.

"After reflecting on which Georgia Appleseed
project was my favorite, | realized how deeply
personal all the projects have been to me. | was
part of the team that gathered the re-write of the
juvenile justice code when my son was in middle
school.

Seeing the adverse impact that outdated and
racially prejudiced laws could have on young
lives was dumbfounding; knowing that a child’s
life could truly be ruined in the blink of an eye
gave me better insight into raising my son.”

Maria Turner, longtime Georgia Appleseed
supporter and paralegal coordinator for
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
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1600 Parkwood Circle SE
Suite 200
Atlanta, GA 30339

info@gaappleseed.org
678-426-4640

GaAppleseed.org

"The greatness of a
community is most
accurately measured by
the compassionate
actions of its members."

CORETTA SCOTT KING

Follow us on:

Facebook @ GeorgiaAppleseed
Twitter @ GAAppleseed

LinkedIn @Georgia Appleseed Center
for Law & Justice



