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Georgia Appleseed seeks a Georgia where the voices  
of the poor, the children and the marginalized are heard  
and where injustices that no one should endure are resolved.

Georgia Appleseed’s Mission
is to increase justice

in Georgia
through law  
	   and policy reform.



Dear Friends and Supporters,
Georgia Appleseed’s mission and vision inspire dedicated volunteers not only to work on  
important justice issues, but also to provide strong governance. This Annual Report covers  
a productive fiscal year that spans the chairmanship of Joe Loveland and Beth Tanis. Georgia 
Appleseed owes both, Joe and Beth, a great deal of thanks for the good work you will read 
about in this Annual Report.  

Fiscal Year 2012 was remarkable, with important milestones reached and surpassed, but two 
major achievements stand out: one in the Heir Property Project and the other in the Effective 
Student Discipline: Keeping Kids in Class project.

Heir Property Project: In 2012, by unanimous vote in both the House and the Senate – proof 
positive of its bipartisan support –Georgia became the first state in the South, and the second 
in the nation, to pass the Uniform Partition of Heirs Property Act. A center piece of Georgia 
Appleseed’s Heir Property project in collaboration with its sister centers in Alabama, Louisiana, 
Texas and South Carolina, this new law will reduce involuntary loss of homes and farms among 
low and moderate income Georgians and will serve as the inspiration for passage in other states 
in the near future.  

Effective Student Discipline Project: After years of diligent effort, Georgia Appleseed secured, in FY12, the development of a 
significant policy change at the state level that will require longer term suspensions be coded with a specific reason – “other” will 
no longer be accepted as a sole reason for “punishment by withholding education.” Without meaningful data, we cannot find 
meaningful solutions. Securing this new requirement for specificity is part of our overall goal of keeping kids in school and out  
of the juvenile courts. 

FY12 ended on a strong footing, programmatically and financially, because of friends and supporters like you, and we look  
forward to what FY13 has in store. 

Sharon Hill, Executive Director

Reviewing the twelve months covered in this Annual Report brings back great memories  
of new project starts, great partnerships and terrific support from so many volunteers.  

I might be a little biased, but one project that is especially near to my heart is the “Children  
in Foster Care – Enhancing Educational Stability” project, a new project in FY12. Besides  
the obvious importance of this work, this project has special significance to me because it 
allows Georgia Appleseed to partner with another of my favorite nonprofits, Families First, and 
with several of my law partners and other co-workers at King & Spalding. I was just ending  
my term as Chair of the Families First Board and about to start serving as Chair of Georgia  
Appleseed when the idea formed to bring these two great nonprofits together on a project – 
one more than 120 years old, with extraordinary depth of experience in the needs of children 
in foster care, and the other approaching only its sixth birthday at the time, but with  
extraordinary access to some of the best and brightest volunteers, both in law and in other 
professions, who care deeply about ending the injustices that no one should have to endure.

That the two nonprofits agreed to work together was of no surprise and that the law firm lent 
some of its top talent to the project was also of no surprise.  It is this kind of collaboration that is the hallmark of the work we 
do at Georgia Appleseed – bringing together lawyers and other top professionals to help change laws and policies that unfairly 
impact children, the poor and other large groups of marginalized people in our state. To read more about this project, and all the 
great work at Georgia Appleseed, please go to www.gaappleseed.org.

Thank you for your support that makes this work possible.

Beth Tanis, Board Chair

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & THE BOARD CHAIR



Effective Student Discipline:  
Keeping Kids in Class 
Lead Pro Bono Partner:  
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
In an effort to dismantle the school to prison pipeline, Georgia Appleseed  
researched and wrote its Effective Student Discipline: Keeping Kids in Class 
(“ESD”) report, which is designed to help legislators and other public policy 
makers understand the problems and identify solutions to maintain safe schools 
for all students, keep kids in class and out of juvenile court, and increase  
graduation rates.

In FY12:

	 • 	�Secured significant state agency level policy change requiring specific reason for longer term suspensions  
(to reduce the over reliance on the “other” category).  

	 • �	�Presented Effective Student Discipline project findings to more than 1000 stakeholders statewide, including 
educators, school administrators, parents and public officials – to set the stage for local policy reform.

	 • 	�Continued a beneficial relationship with  
GA DOE allowing access to the ninth  
year of statewide student discipline data.

	 • 	�Made significant progress towards  
establishing a full-time field office  
in Columbus consistent with the  
Strategic Vision and with the support  
of local civic and community leaders.

	 • 	�Secured major partnership with the Alpha Phi Alpha (national historically African-American fraternity  
with chapters in 20+ communities in Georgia) to disseminate the ESD and JUSTGA information.

	 • 	�Secured three highly skilled volunteers to create an Effective Student Discipline web page for the GA  
Appleseed website in FY13.

PROJECTS & UPDATES

Student Tribunal Project 
Lead Pro Bono Partner: Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Under Georgia law, K-12 public school students faced with proposed out-of-school suspension of 
more than 10 days (or with expulsion) are entitled to dispute the proposed disciplinary action at an 
administrative hearing often referred to as a “tribunal.” Georgia Appleseed and its volunteers seek to 
ensure that students’ due process rights are being protected in public school disciplinary hearings. 

In FY12:

	 • 	�Under the leadership of Kilpatrick Townsend, completed extensive legal research and drafted an 
initial report presenting research findings.

	 • 	Volunteers are currently interviewing stakeholders in four representative GA counties.

	 • 	�This is a signature project of Georgia Appleseed’s Young Professionals Council. The YPC is  
completing a new training manual to increase the number of pro bono lawyers trained to  
represent students in tribunals. 

“High school students arrested on campus are twice as likely not to graduate  
and four times less likely to graduate if they’ve appeared in court.”  

– Judge Steven Teske, Clayton County Juvenile Court

“I found it valuable to hear the actual data, numbers, and facts ... this really  
focuses in on our surroundings and speaks to the needs that are in our area.” 

– Parent Participant, Georgia Appleseed ESD presentation

“Georgia Appleseed volunteers have helped shine a light on the ‘school-to-prison 
pipeline’ that, in far too many places, transforms our schools  

from doorways to opportunity into gateways to the correctional system.” 

– Attorney General Eric Holder  
(from his remarks at Georgia Appleseed’s 2012 Good Apple Awards)



PROJECTS & UPDATES

Enhancing Education Stability  
for Foster Children 
Lead Pro Bono Partner: King & Spalding LLP 
Key Non-Profit Partner: Families First
Georgia Appleseed is working to build a better future for foster  
children through educational achievement.

In FY12:

	 •	� Under the leadership of King & Spalding, completed a review  
of federal and state law regarding the rights of “children in care”  
to educational stability and examined the current stability and  
support practices in Georgia.

	 • 	�Georgia Appleseed established an expert Advisory Committee to bring additional perspectives and solidified  
a project partnership with Families First allowing for significant access to substantive and practical experience 
related to foster children.

	 •	� Facilitated stakeholders’ access to key legal research to increase information sharing that will help foster children. 

“The Heirs Property Manual  
has been a godsend to my family.” 

– Abraham Jones, Heir Property Owner

Heir Property Project 
Lead Pro Bono Partner: DLA Piper 
Signature Project of the Young Professionals Council
Because an end to poverty begins with property rights, Georgia Appleseed seeks to help 
primarily low-income families across Georgia gain secure tenure in their homes and farms.

In FY12:

	 •  �Achieved goal of passage of the Uniform Partition of Heir Property Act in Georgia in 
April 2012–the first state in the South and the second in the nation to pass this Act.

	 •  �Placed ten (10) heir property cases with Fair Market Value (“FMV”) totaling in 
excess of $300,000 and will continue to monitor progress.

	 •  �Completion of the tax data base research in the Heir Property project in five 
counties: Chatham, Chattooga, Dougherty, Evans, and McIntosh and foundational 
research in 15 additional counties. 
    •  �In 5 counties alone, this research found more than 1,600 heir property  

occupants and more than 5,200 acres of heir property valued in excess of 
$58.6 million (FMV).

				    •  �This research forms the basis for efforts to create an independent Heir Property 
legal clinic.

Life-Long Justice: Safe-Guarding Seniors 
Lead Pro Bono Partner: Alston & Bird LLP
This project explores implementation issues arising out of a new state law that provides legal protections 
for older Georgians who have outlived their friends and family, have not executed a valid end-of life  
directive, and who become incompetent to give informed consent to health care providers. 

In FY12:

	 • Completed detailed analysis of pertinent federal and state law and regulations. 

	 • Convened an Advisory Committee of experts to review findings.

	 • Interviewed key stakeholders, including probate judges, to discuss implementation.



PROJECTS & UPDATES

JUSTGeorgia:  
Building Justice and Safety for Children 
Key Nonprofit Partners: The Barton Child Law and Policy Center 
of the Emory University School of Law & Voices for Georgia’s Children
Georgia Appleseed is a lead partner in JUSTGeorgia, a statewide juvenile justice coalition of  
community organizations and individuals created in 2006 to advocate for change to Georgia’s 
juvenile code and the underlying social service systems to better serve Georgia’s children and  
promote safer communities. JUSTGeorgia is working to secure comprehensive juvenile code  
reform in Georgia.  

In FY12:

	 •	� In the 2012 Legislative Session, HB 641 (juvenile code reform legislation) received unanimous 
support from the House and Senate Judiciary Committees and the full House (172-0).   
JUSTGeorgia and its coalition members are working collaboratively with stakeholders and  
state leaders and remain optimistic as we look to the 2013 legislative session. 

 “The work that many of you are doing to bring attention to, and to call for,  
the systemic reforms that America’s young people need to stay engaged, on track, in school –  

and out of our criminal justice system – has never been more important.” 

– Attorney General Eric Holder, April 17, 2012

“GA Appleseed’s pro bono volunteers did an outstanding job in wading through years of election data to help identify  
systemic obstacles that have prevented qualified voters from being able to vote or prevented their votes  

from being counted. Their work was invaluable in helping ensure the integrity of the electoral process.” 

– Harold E. Franklin, Jr., King & Spalding

Election Protection 
Key Nonprofit Partners: Lawyer’s Committee  
for Civil Rights Under Law and the Georgia Election  
Protection Coalition
Georgia Appleseed worked with key nonprofit partners to research and identify 
major recurring election problems that could interfere with the ability of eligible 
Georgia voters to cast a ballot during the November 2012 elections and offer 
suggested solutions to these problems.

In FY12:

	 •	� With pro bono assistance from lawyers at two top law firms, researched, drafted and released the Resolving 
Recurring Election Administration Problems in Georgia report which identified four major recurring election 
problems that interfered with the ability of eligible Georgia voters to cast a ballot in elections dating back  
to 2004.

	 • �Set forth practical steps that can be implemented within Georgia’s existing election law framework to help ensure 
all eligible Georgia citizens have the opportunity to cast a meaningful ballot and have that vote counted.

through law and policy reform.
Seeking to do justice 



Support, Revenue, and Expenses

Support and Revenue
Contributions and Grants	 $419,691
Contributed professional services	 $844,865
Contributed facilities	 $12,378
Event contributions	 $104,314
Total Unrestricted Support and Revenue	 $1,381,248

Expenses
Total program services	 $1,120,765
General and administrative expenses	 $118,790
Fundraising 	 $133,371
Total Expenses	 $1,372,926

Changes in net assets
Change in total net assets	 $8,322
Net assets at beginning of year	 $163,366
Net Assets End of Year	 $171,688

(Note: Fiscal Year 2012 (FY12) ran from July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012. All numbers are from the Audited Financial 
Statements for the year ending June 30, 2012.)

Assets, Liabilties, & Net Assets 

Assets
Cash and cash equivalents	 $123,458
Contributions and grants receivable	 $48,288
Prepaid expenses	 $270
Total Assets	 $172,016

Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued expenses	 $328
Total Liabilities	 $328

Net Assets
Unrestricted	 $60,352
Temporarily restricted	 $111,336
Total Net Assets	 $171,688

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $172,016

The value of our FY12 pro bono hours is $844,865.  
The second highest level of pro bono support in Georgia Appleseed’s history!

• �We ended the year with net income of $8,322.
• �Ended the FY12 year with a surplus.  
• �Increased the percentage of allocation of revenues to program work to 82%.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Contributions 
and grants
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OUR SUPPORTERS

Founding  
($25,000+)
The Community Foundation  
	 for Greater Atlanta 
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton 		
	 LLP	
King & Spalding LLP
Mary Reynolds Babcock  
	 Foundation
Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan LLP
The Sapelo Foundation	
The Zeist Foundation

Leading  
($15,000 - $24,999)
Cathy Henson and Chris Carpenter
Marjorie and Ralph Knowles
Nelson Mullins Riley &  
	 Scarborough LLP

Sustaining  
($10,000 - $14,999)
Bank of America Foundation
The Coca Cola Company
Georgia Power Foundation
Southern Company
Beth Tanis and John Chandler
Troutman Sanders LLP
UPS

Platinum  
($7,500 - $9,999)
Alston & Bird LLP

Gold  
($5,000 - $7,499)
Equifax Foundation
Ken Henson
Joe Loveland
Pricewaterhouse Coopers LLP
Leslie M. Turner

 

Silver  
($2,500 - $4,999)
Arnall Golden Gregory LLP
Barnes Law Group, LLC
Booz Allen Hamilton Inc.
Brooks, McGinnis & Company, 		
	 LLC
DLA Piper
Ernst & Young
Susan and Bob Gallagher
Kent Mast
McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP
Morris, Manning & Martin LLP
Pope, McGlamry, Kilpatrick,  
	 Morrison & Norwood, P.C.
Ron Raider
Taylor English Duma LLP

Bronze  
($1,000 - $2,499)
Kathy and Lawrence Ashe
Mary and Chip Benton
Sis and Jim Blanchard
Brock, Clay, Calhoun & Rogers, 		
	 LLC
Kay and Brad Bryant
Henny and Steve Clay 
Taylor and John Daly
Duane Morris, LLP
Sandra and Bob Edwards
Beth-Anne Flynn
Margo and Larry Gold
Sharon and Ben Hill
Betsy and Ed Holland
HunterMaclean
Hunton & Williams LLP
Jones Day
Cheryl and Sam Kaywood
Merrill Corporation
Janis Nelson
Judy O’Brien
Ogletree Deakins
Alan Rothschild
Schiff Hardin, LLP

Judge Wendy Shoob  
	 and Mr. Walter E. Jospin
Georganna and Richard Sinkfield
Carolyn and Brooks Stillwell
The Wade H. and Teresa Pike  
	 Tomlinson Fund

Friend  
($500 - $999)
Donna and Bill Barwick
Susan R. Bell and Patrick Morris
Sharon and Neal Berinhout
Bill Boice
Nancy and Jeff Bramlett
Carlton Fields
Beth Chadwick and Mike Pollitt
The Catherine H. & John H.  
	 Crawford III Family Foundation
Ann and Tom Curvin
Doffermyre Shields Canfield  
	 & Knowles, LLC
Everette L. Doffermyre
Katherine and Bertis Downs
Shari and Jeff Firestone
Laverne and Bernard Gaskins
Melinda and Phil Holladay
Holland & Knight LLP
Cathy Jamison and Steve  
	 Kaminshine
Cathy and George Manning
Judge Beverly B. Martin
Rev. Marcia and Mr. John McRae
Judge Herbert E. and  
	 Mrs. Connie Phipps
Marie and Rob Rhodes
Karen and Steve Riddell
Pat and Tom Roberts
Dr. Portia Shields
Smith, Gambrell & Russell LLP
Mary Jane Stewart and  
	 Chuck Cantey
Lauren and Leon Zeldin
Matthew Zhun

Georgia Appleseed is so grateful for its generous supporters:



OUR SUPPORTERS

Supporter  
($200 - $499)
Elaine and Miles Alexander
Anonymous
Judge Anne Elizabeth Barnes
Judge LeRoy Burke, III
Roxanne and Jeff Cashdan
Bonnie and Mark Cohen
Walter Davis
Judge Dee Downs
Pam and Hank Fellows
Lasley and Jim Gober
Charity Scott & Evans Harrell
Evin and Josh Hirsh
Franny and Paul Kilpatrick
Bruce Maloy
Samuel Matchett
Anne and Mike McGlamry
Hallie Meushaw and Scott Bryant
Tim Morrison
Patricia Pflum and Neil Shorthouse
Jill A. Pryor
Honey and Richard L. Shackelford
Drs. Doug and Cynthia Smith
Catherine and John Spillman
Emily Willingham and Dixon Adair
Sharon J. Zealey

Donor  
($1 - $199)
Sheila and Peter Anderson
Anonymous
Stacey and Pearson Beardsley
Milton and Paula Lawton  
	 Bevington 
Jean-Paul Boulee
Dr. Mary Alice Budge and  
	 John Greenman
Carol and Martin Chitwood
Dwight Davis
Tallulah and Drew Dropkin
Ben F. Easterlin IV
Jennifer and Ned Falk
Shirley and Jack Fatum
Dr. Robert A. Hahn
John Hardman
Sally and Bill Hoffmann
Susannah and  
	 Robert C. Khayat, Jr.
Dave Leonard
Eileen and Ralph B. Levy
Tish McDonald and Bill Muller
Monique McDowell
Tanya and Paul Murphy
Justice David E. Nahmias  
	 and Ms. Catherine O’Neil 

Penny Nash and Tom Cox
Judge Henry Newkirk and  
	 Ms. Lynn Roberson
Deane and Bill Norwood
Judith and Paul Painter
Emily Pelton and Neil Kinkopf
Wendy Joy and Ray Persons
Kirk Pope
Neal Pope
David Rayfield
Logan Ritchie and Brian Gordon
Linda and Mason Stephenson
Justice Hugh P. and  
	 Mrs. Jane Thompson 
Paul Vranicar
Julie and Drew Wade
Angie and Skip Weiland
Judge Melvin and  
	 Mrs. Sally Westmoreland
Pat and Charlie Willis

If you would like to contribute: 
Go online at www.gaappleseed.org  
or mail your gift to:

	 Leena Sidhu 
	 Director of Development and Communications 
	 Georgia Appleseed 
	 1100 Peachtree Street, Suite 2800 
	 Atlanta, GA 30309

	� Georgia Appleseed is recognized as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization by the IRS and all donations  
to Georgia Appleseed are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

Thank you to all our supporters! 



BOARD MEMBERS

Elizabeth (Beth) Vranicar Tanis  
Board Chair,  
King & Spalding LLP

Michael McGlamry  
Board Vice-Chair,  
Pope, McGlamry, Kilpatrick, Morrison & Norwood LLP

Honorable Herbert E. Phipps  
Board Secretary,  
Court of Appeals of Georgia

Robert Gallagher 
Board Treasurer,  
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Charles C. Clay 
Member-At-Large,  
Brock, Clay, Calhoun & Rogers LLC

L. Joseph Loveland, Jr.  
Immediate Past Board Chair,  
King & Spalding LLP

Scott Bryant 
Young Professionals Council President,  
Siavage Law Group LLC

 

Mary T. Benton  
Alston & Bird LLP

Neal S. Berinhout  
AT&T Mobility

William Bradley Bryant 
Georgia Foundation for Public Education

A. Stephens Clay  
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP

Taylor T. Daly 
Nelson, Mullins, Riley & Scarborough LLP

Robert Edwards  
Troutman Sanders LLP

Jeff Firestone  
United Parcel Service, Inc.

Daisy Hurst Floyd  
Walter F. Georgia School of Law, Mercer University

Laverne Lewis Gaskins 
Valdosta State University

Brian Gordon  
DLA Piper

Sharon N. Hill  
Georgia Appleseed 

Robert James II  
Golden Holley James LLC

Kent Mast  
Equifax Inc.

Judy O’Brien 
Sutherland

Patricia L. Roberts  
Southern Company

Dr. Portia H. Shields  
Tennessee State University

Wade H. Tomlinson III  
Pope McGlamry Kilpatrick Morrison & Norwood LLP

Board Members



ADVISORS, STAFF & CENTERS

Roy E. Barnes  
former Governor of Georgia,  
Barnes Law Group, LLC (Marietta)

James H. Blanchard  
Jordan-Blanchard Capital LLC (Columbus)

Senator Jason J. Carter 
Georgia Senate,  
Bondurant, Mixson & Elmore LLP (Atlanta)

Bertis E. Downs  
R.E.M. (Athens)

Honorable Norman S. Fletcher  
former Chief Justice of the Georgia Supreme Court (ret.),  
Brinson, Askew, Berry, Seigler, Richardson  
& Davis LLP (Rome)

G. Edison Holland, Jr. 
Southern Company (Atlanta)

Ralph Knowles 
Doffermyre Shields Canfield & Knowles, LLC (Atlanta)

John McRae 
Educator (Bainbridge)

Paul Painter  
Ellis, Painter, Ratterree & Adams LLP (Savannah)

Stephen W. Riddell  
Troutman Sanders LLP (Atlanta)

DeAlvah (Dee) H. Simms  
Crisis Line & Safe House of Central Georgia (Macon)

Richard H. Sinkfield 
Rogers & Hardin LLP (Atlanta)

W. Brooks Stillwell 
Hunter Maclean Exley & Dunn, P.C. (Savannah)

Terry Walsh 
Alston & Bird LLP (Atlanta)

Board of Advisors

Georgia Appleseed Staff  

Sharon N. Hill  
Executive Director

Rob Rhodes  
Director of Projects

Leena Sidhu 
Director of Development  
and Communications

Patsy White  
Program Assistant

Crystal Chastain Baker  
Heir Property Project Manager

We address injustices  
		  that others do not. 

All Board Members, Board Advisors and Staff information as of July 1, 2012.

Follow us on Social Media

Facebook 
www.facebook.com/GeorgiaAppleseed 

Twitter 
twitter.com/GaAppleseed 

LinkedIn
http://www.linkedin.com/company/2391775

Pinterest
http://pinterest.com/gaappleseed/



CONTACT INFO

1100 Peachtree Street, Suite 2800 
Atlanta, GA 30309

office: 404.685.6750   
fax: 404.815.5917   

email: info@gaappleseed.org  
website: www.gaappleseed.org

Georgia Appleseed thanks Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP for its generous donation of office 
space and support of our work.

Georgia Appleseed thanks Michael Kinzel and Kelli Stoudenmire of UPS Brand Communications  
for their wonderful Annual Report design work.


