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The mission of Georgia Appleseed is clear: through legal advocacy and policy
change, we keep the state’s most marginalized children in school, in stable, healthy housing,
and out of the juvenile justice system. Our work impacts Georgia's families of today, but

also generations to come, ultimately breaking intergenerational cycles of incarceration and
poverty. And in protecting the state’s most vulnerable children, we also advocate for systemic
change that improves opportunity for all of Georgia's children.

How we choose our strategies to accomplish this mission, however, may not always be as
clear to others. In this annual report, we share how we harness the power of data to steer our
strategies and achieve the greatest impact.

Data-based decision-making was one of our founding values nearly twenty years ago and

it remains fundamental today. During the 2023 |egislative session, data led us to create and
advocate for Georgia Senate Bill 169. Currently, expelled and suspended kids often miss weeks
of instruction as they wait for their schools to schedule a tribunal to determine whether the
child indeed violated a school rule. The data shows:

Learning loss. The 216 students served by Georgia Appleseed’s School Justice initiative
averaged 18 days out of school (sometimes as many as 55 days) before their school disciplinary
hearings. Almost none of these children received instructional materials during that period.

Increased drop-out rates. A Georgia Department of Education study found that for students
in grades 8-10, missing just 11-14 days of instruction in a school year decreased their odds of
graduating by more than 25%.

Economic costs. School suspensions cost the U.S. more than $35 billion in economic costs,
over $11 billion in fiscal costs, and $24 billion in additional social costs. Lowering the suspension
rate by just 1% could lead to more than $2.2 billion in social benefit nationwide. (UCLA)

Equipped with this data and first-hand experience with our FAIR project kids, we drafted
and pushed for a revision of the Public School Disciplinary Tribunal Act to require timely
disciplinary hearings (and limit rescheduling) and provide course materials to students waiting

for disciplinary proceedings. SB 169 passed the Senate unanimously, but stalled in the House. TORISILAS
Board Chair

We look forward to re-introducing the bill in the 2024 General Assembly and seeing it through
to become law. And then the real work begins of working with and supporting schools to
meet the new requirements.

For us, data is not just a set of numbers; it's a living, breathing force for positive change. We
hope this report shows how data supports our work and demonstrates the exceptional
returns on your investment in us as we continue our journey towards a world of practical,
equitable solutions.

Thank you for all your support this past year,

S i =

Tori & Michael Executive Director
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DATA GROUNDS, INFORMS AND
IMPROVES OUR WORK.

Over the last 18 years, Georgia Appleseed has championed practical, effective
solutions by Evaluating, Soliciting, Responding, Sharing, and Leading with data.

In Fiscal Year 2023 we went even deeper.

Data isn't a static tool for us; it is a dynamic resource to build long-term strategy,
inform day-to-day decision-making and ensure our programs stay relevant and
impactful.

Evaluating Impact

INDEPENDENT DATA ANALYSIS. To ensure that we deliver effective results, we
partner with independent third-party evaluators like Get the Data, LLC, which
assesses the impact of our FAIR project (Fairness, Advocacy & Individualized

to the experiences of these students for whom we provided legal representation

or advocacy: 23,302 total days (an average of about four months per student) saved
from out-of-school suspension or expulsion. Given the statistic that even missing two
weeks of instruction dramatically decreases the chance of graduation, preserving
four months of classroom time is life-changing.

Soliciting Insights

PERFORMANCE SURVEYS. We are committed to listening to the kids and families
we serve. We conduct interviews, focus groups, and surveys with partners like
Georgia Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS). We use insights from
listening to refine our program offerings, enhance our training materials, and choose
our policy priorities. We've built evaluation into our training so that we can continue
to connect with and learn from those we've trained.



INTENTIONAL ENGAGEMENT. Our exhibit, “See Me: Pieces of Life from Youth in
Foster Care” (above), showcases the artistic expression and lived experiences of
youth navigating Georgia’s foster care system. Their voices center and motivate our
work to enhance life opportunities for children in care.

COMMUNITY-CENTERED APPROACH. When we listen to constituents and partners,
we ensure our work is aligned to address real needs and promote homegrown
solutions. Last year we convened nine partner organizations to plan two housing

resources for the 200+ attending families. Our outreach - including a Healthy
Housing Advocacy Toolkit and policy recormmendations - reached more than 60,000
throughout Georgia.

Responding to Needs

STAYING CURRENT. We are attuned to external data and trends, like the uptick in
mental health crises among Georgia’s students - 73,000 middle and high school
students reported seriously considering harming themselves in the past year. Nearly
half (46%) of kids who need mental health services have trouble finding them.

Last year, through our partnership with DFCS and outreach to caseworkers, we
doubled the number of children in foster care referred through FAIR for advocacy
support at school.

Last year we developed a school-based behavioral health toolkit for schools,
parents and attorneys, explaining the benefits of behavioral and mental health
services in schools and how to start a program in a school. In collaboration
with our long-time partners The Carter Center, Voices for Georgia’s Children,
and Resilient Georgia, we consolidated our resources, making them more
accessible. We also deepened our connection with Mclntosh County, creating a

behavioral health services for middle school students.
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Sharing Information

DISSEMINATION. We develop and share practical guides for elected officials,
educators and administrators, caseworkers and other advocates, and families.
For example, after years of development within our 80+ member convening,

our Georgia Healthy Housing Coalition unveiled its 10-Year Strategic Housing

TRANSPARENCY. We make information readily available and easily accessible for

a range of audiences. Our website provides a library of resources, including up-to-
date school discipline data, aiding parents and communities in understanding their
school districts.

Showing Leadership

EXPERT TESTIMONY. Ceorgia Appleseed staff testify before lawmakers, serve on
panels, and speak at conferences. During the 2023 Georgia Legislature, we testified
before a legislative commmission and committees on behavioral health, housing

unanimously.

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP. Our legal team reviews bills, drafts guidance, and

Trpieste

that would have dramatically increased evictions against Georgia's poorest
families. We also helped the bipartisan Safe at Home Act pass successfully out of
the Georgia House of Representatives. The bill will require that landlords provide
safe and healthy housing for their tenants - a first for Georgia. We will continue to
advocate for the bill next session in the Senate.




FY23

REVENUES AND SUPPORT
. Contributions and Grants $1,234, 029
Contributed Services $923, 934

.....................................................

.....................................................

. Contributed Facilities $30 220
Other Income $4 409

Total Revenues & Support $2,396 166

EXPENSES

B Programs $1,960; 731
Management and General $133, 493

. Fundraising $107197

Total Expenses $2,201,421

......................................................

Total Increase in Net Assets $194,745

1.3%
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$100,000+

Georgia Bar Foundation, Inc.

Georgia Dept. of Human Services,
DFCS

Georgia Power Foundation

United Way of Greater Atlanta

Zeist Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
Annie E. Casey Foundation
The Carter Center

Sapelo Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999

Community Foundation for
Greater Atlanta

King & Spalding

Taylor English Duma

Kilpatrick Townsend &
Stockton LLP

$10,000 - $24,999
Alston & Bird

Eversheds Sutherland
Nelson Mullins

Southern Company
Troutman Pepper

Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Debley Foundation

William & Patricia Shropshire
Southern Poverty Law Center
Thalia & Michael C. Carlos

Foundation
Verizon
$5,000 - $9,999
Aprio

Mary & Chip Benton

Bey & Associates

Bondurant Mixson & Elmore LLP
David & Margaret Brackett
DLA Piper

Edouard Foundation
Georgia-Pacific Foundation
LocumTenens.com
McDermott Will & Emery LLP
Polsinelli

Ronald Raider

Rooms to Go Foundation
Smith, Gambrell & Russell

Stewart Miller Simmons
Walsh Guthrie Family Fund

$2,000 - $4,999
Arnall Golden Gregory
Adwoa Awotwi
Alison Ballard & Ramsey Knowles
Matthew & Heidi Bozzelli
CareSource
Taylor & John Daly
Bob & Sandra Edwards
Eric & Jessica Fisher
John Fleming
Paula Frederick
Marc & Julie Howard
Jessica McKinney
Micah Moon
Hon. David Nahmias &
Linda Willis
Raj & Debbie Nichani
Adam & Joanna Ozgo
Ann & Dan Price
Diane Prucino & Thomas Heyse
Randi & Scott Schnell
Neil Shorthouse & Patty Pflum
Amy Steigerwalt & Greg Smith
L. Chris Stewart
Carrie Zhou

$1,000 - $1,999
Appleseed Network

Amy Ard & Michael Waller
Gerri Ard

Charlotte A. Combre
Committee to Keep Judge Markle
Sharon Cooper

Monique & Eytan Davidson
Kenneth Dyer

Harold & Cynthia Franklin
Gallagher Advisory Services
Brian & Emily Gardner

Brian Gordon & Logan Ritchie
Hon. Sharon Hill

Jones Day

Keep Judge Morris

Matthew & Marjorie Lerner
Lauren Linder

Christopher K. Middleton
Hon. Shondeana Morris

Susan Pangborn

Pope & Howard

Robert & Marie Rhodes
Susanna & Keith Roberts
Tori Silas

Kathryn Spencer
Antoinette Terry

Matt Westmoreland

$500 - $999

John & Hon. Ardra Bey

Heidi Muller & Daniel Boland
Comcast

Chris Demko

April Estes

Elizabeth & Christopher Fox
Stacey Ricci & David Givens
Angela & Zac Howard
Charles Huddleston

Randall Kirsch

Knowles Gallant Timmons
Joyce Lewis

Malone Law

Ebony Mobley

Richard & Alice Nolen

Kama Pierce

Jeff & Amanda Reilly

Jana M. Rhone & Ben Theisman
Kevin & Susan Ruhl

Kattia Sigui & Raymond Olivera
Dan & Jordan Silverboard
Brianne Smith

Joanna & Ben Sutton
Synovus

Voices for Georgia’'s Children
Edna & Richard Waller
Kathy & Nick Wilkie

Bonnie Youn

Lauren Zeldin

$200 - $499

Rob Abraham & John Powell
Assurant

Katie Barton

Rooth Blackman & Nan Fisher
Edward Buckley

Edgar Calloway & Patrick Becker
Ralph & Carolyn Carl

Shawn Case



Kimberley Charles

Susan Coppedge

Hugh & Betty Davenport
Robin Deutsch & David Edwards
Benjamin Findley

Robert & Susan Gallagher
George Gaskin

Margo & Larry Gold

James & Gayle Greenwood
Christopher Hammond
Todd Heffner

Meg Heyse

Corey & Ben Hirokawa
Henry & Bess Hooks

David Howland

Lamar & Mary Jones
Matthew Kent

Leena Kiber

Elisa Kodish

Joy Lampley-Fortson
Elizabeth Lauer

Kay Levine

Reid & Alison Mallard

Liz & Kris McDaniel

Laura Mendelson

Jenny Mittelman & Bill Thompson
Hon. Herbert Phipps

Arden & Walter Rowland
Daraka Satcher

Charity Scott & Evans Harrell
Ralph Stephens

Kate & Eric Shropshire Swett
Lauren & Carter Tilashalski
Priscilla Upshaw

Sarah Visser

Hecht Walker, PC

Erin White

Karen Wilcox

$100 - $199

Lynn Adam

Jennifer Amerson

Hon. Wenona Belton

Joy Borra

Andrew Bozzelli

Shirley & Dominic Bozzelli
Jessica Caleb

Lalohni Campbell

Jordan Campbell

William E. Curtis
Alexis Daenecke
Tomieka R. Daniel
Jessica Dougan
Sawyer Duncan

Scott Edwards

Bryan & Amanda Grantham
Terri Hendley

Nichola Hines
Katherine P. Howard
Derek Johnson
Kristina Klein

Jeffrey Kuester
Vianney Lopez

Alan & Melanie Mackie
Garry McGiboney
Judy Nussbaum
Robert L. & Ashley Palmer
Linda Hall Pitts
Veronica Punch

Nida Rizvi

Michael Rosenthal
Jennifer Schumacher
Danielle Nahmias Scruggs
Jennifer Toner

Sara Totonchi

Tom Towey

Maria Branch Turner
Hon. Renata Turner
Laura & Ben Viator
Ronit Walker

Matt Warenzak
Patricia Willis

Daniel Wodarcyk

Up to $99
AmazonSmile

Rose Bailey

Louis Brown

Carol Brown-Rye

Sallie H. Chasteen
Jane & Richard Hansen
William & Nancy Harrison
Emma Hetherington
Robert Leclerc

Linda Lyle

Cheryl McAfee

Lee & Anne McDaniel
Joe & Erin McFall

Matthew R. McGrath
Angela Nelson

M. Dell Palazzolo
Alexia Payne

Jeffrey Perry

Martha Reich

Portia Shields
Michael Shull

Debra Tavaras

Lisa Taylor

Mandar Vengurlekar
Erika Walker-Cash
Marianne Young

Kit Young

Pro Bono

Contributions FY2023
1Accord Media

Alston & Bird

Atlanta Hawks

Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Enay Coaching

Eversheds Sutherland

EY

Get the Data

Goodwin Proctor

Hogan Lovells

Holland & Knight

INMO

Jones Day

Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
King & Spalding

Kirkland & Ellis

Nelson Mullins

Ohio River South

Parker Poe

Sharecare

SJT Partners

Taylor English Duma
Terminus Strategies
Veritext

Verint

Wilkie Farr & Gallagher
Wingard Graphics
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We advance systemic change to
improve opportunities for children.

Our programs impact kids where they spend most of their time: at school and at home.

Georgia Appleseed's School Justice initiative collaborates with families, schools, and
government agencies to improve systems and address inequities affecting children and
their learning. We provide resources and guidance on juvenile justice, school discipline,
climate, and school-based behavioral health practices to keep students in school,
learning, and ultimately, out of the criminal justice system. In the past year, we equipped
more than a thousand advocates to form a protective network around Georgia’s most
marginalized children. By assisting the most vulnerable students in Georgia we improve
the educational environment for all.

Our Housing Justice initiative improves the living conditions for children and their
families in unsafe homes and unstable housing. We advocate for legislative action to
protect low-income tenants and build coalitions to make communities better through
better housing. We convene and facilitate the Georgia Healthy Housing Coalition,
bringing together memlbers across the state to solve persistent issues keeping families
from safe, stable homes. Our other main Housing Justice program - the Homelessness
Intervention Project in Clayton County - protects thousands of families from eviction
through an eviction diversion program, a new coordinated entry program for residents
seeking housing supports, and Healthy Housing Conferences for low-income tenants.




2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tori Silas
BOARD CHAIR
Community Advocate

Eric Fisher
BOARD VICE CHAIR
Barnes & Thornburg

Carrie Zhou
BOARD SECRETARY
Aprio

Adam Ozgo

BOARD TREASURER
EY

Harold Franklin

IMMEDIATE PAST BOARD CHAIR
King & Spalding LLP

Ebony Mobley

2022 YPC PRESIDENT

Georgia Institute of Technology

Adwoa Awotwi
LocumTenens.com

Alison Ballard
Taylor English Duma

Mary Benton
Alston & Bird LLP

Matthew Bozzelli
Southern Company

David Brackett
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore

Taylor Daly
Nelson Mullins Riley &
Scarborough, LLP

Kenneth Dyer
Dougherty County
School System

Robert Edwards
Troutman Pepper

John Fleming
Eversheds Sutherland

OUR STAFF

R. Michael Waller
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Morgan Bridgman
POLICY COUNSEL

Tanesse Brown
PROGRAMS MANAGER

Caren Cloud
LEGAL & POLICY DIRECTOR

Paula Frederick
State Bar of Georgia

Brian Gordon
McDermott Will & Emery LLP

Kate Helm
Nelson Mulllins Riley &
Scarborough, LLP

Marc Howard
Pope & Howard, P.C.

Hon. Todd Markle
Court of Appeals of Georgia

Jessica McKinney
WestRock

Christopher Middleton
Cox Rodman & Middleton

Micah Moon
Delta Air Lines

Hon. Shondeana Motris

DeKalb County Superior Court

Hon. David Nahmias

Supreme Court of Georgia, Retired

Raj M. Nichani
The RMN Agency

Diane Prucino

Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton

Randi Schnell
Rooms To Go

Neil Shorthouse
Partners in Change

Amy Steigerwalt
Georgia State University

L. Chris Stewart
Stewart Miller Simmons

Debra Tavaras
Soulstice, Inc.

Marc Taylor
Taylor English Duma

Liz McDaniel | DIRECTOR OF
ENGAGEMENT & DEVELOPMENT

Rosalie Monroy Wolfe
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Kate Swett
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

ADVANCING JUSTICE
FOR GEORGIA'S
CHILDREN

Georgia Appleseed Center for
Law & Justice is a

nonpartisan nonprofit law
center that advocates for
Georgia's most vulnerable and
underrepresented children,
keeping them in school with
the supports they need, in
healthy homes, and out of the
justice system. To find out how
YyOUu canh support our mission,
visit GaAppleseed.org.
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