Support HB 740: Limiting Out of School Suspension and Expulsion for K3rd Grade
HB 740 would prevent the suspension or expulsion of a student for five or more consecutive or cumulative
days unless they have first received a vision, hearing, and speech-language assessment. We ask your
support for this legislation for the following reasons:

This Bill Can Limit Suspensions That Have Negative Effects on School & Student Outcomes
•
•

Several national studies have shown that schools with higher suspension rates tend to have lower
academic performance, poorer school climate ratings, and lower graduation rates.1
In Georgia, research conducted by the GA DOE policy division found that missing school days,
regardless of cause, negatively impacts graduation rates and performance on state test results. 2

Vision, Language, and Speech Deficits Are at the Root of Many Behavioral Problems
•

•
•

The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends that all children who are expelled or are at risk
for expulsion be assessed for developmental, behavioral, and medical problems to identify
underlying concerns that might be addressed through intervention services.3
It is estimated that 12 percent of children have some form of language deficit that impedes their
cognitive and behavioral development. 4
Nearly 15 percent of children ages 6 to 19 struggle with hearing loss, putting them at risk of failing
at least 1 grade level.5

This Bill May Keep Thousands of Children in School and On Track in Their Education
•

•

The U.S. Department of Education published a report finding that nationally elementary school
students who are expelled or suspended are 10 times more likely to drop out of high school,
experience academic failure or grade retention, hold negative school attitudes, and face
incarceration than those who are not expelled or suspended.6
On average, 15,000 students in K-3rd grade are suspended each year in Georgia. In 2017, 1,619
students in grades K-3rd were suspended for 5 or more days in Georgia.7
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